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I. 



INTRODUCTION. 

ON THE METHODS OF TRANSMISSION OF THE 
OLD TESTAMENT AND CONTEMPORARY 
WRITINGS. 

/^UR English Bible comes to us in a version 
made in King James's reign by a commis- 
sion of forty-seven learned men. A larger 
number was appointed, which from different 
causes was reduced. It was begun in the 
spring of 1607 and published in 1611, two 
hundred and sixty-eight years since. It had 
long been ardently desired by the nation. An 
English commission, assisted by American 
scholars, is now at work upon a revision, 
which it is hoped will shortly be published. 
The Psalms, the Gospels, and some other 
Scriptures had previously been translated into 
Saxon. The first complete English transla- 
tion was made by Wiclif about 1380 ; this 
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was before the era of printing. Tindale's New 
Testament was the first printed edition. He 
was strangled in 1536. Miles Coverdale, 
Bishop of Exeter, translated the Bible, which 
in 1610, in Henry VIII. 's reign, was ordered 
to be placed in every parish church, and 
.chained to the desk, that the people might go 
in to read it. The Douay version was made 
for tfee Bojnan Church in 1609. 

The Septuagint version of the Old Testa- 
ment was made by seventy learned men, 
nearly three hundred years before Christ, into 
the Greek language, by order of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, king of Egypt. This has been 
questioned. It had a yery wide circulation, 
even among the Jews. We find that the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews quotes 
from it, showing it was more familiar to his 
readers than the ancient Hebrew Scriptures, 
which at that time were in a dead language 
for the Jews. 

The books of Moses were written about 
1400 years before Christ. Malachi, the last 
of the prophets, wrote about 400 B. C, so 
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INTRODUCTION. 9 

that the Old Testament books cover a period 
of nearly one thousand years. 

The Jews were so careful of their Scrip- 
tures that they denounced him guilty of inex- 
piaUle sin who presumed to change a point or 
iota of them. They have never dared to 
annex any book since the death of Malachi, 
clearly recognizing the distinctive inspiration 
of the sacred canon. The historic period was 
from Moses to Ezra and Nehemiah, who re- 
turned from the Babylonish captivity with 
Malachi ; and from that time date great 
changes in the Hebrew language. 

The Apocryphal books were recognized 
as such by the Jews. It was only in A. D. 
1550 that the Roman Council of Trent pre- 
sumed to add them to the sacred volume. 

The writers of the Old Testament were of 
various callings. Moses was an Egyptian 
priest ; Samuel a priest ; David and Solomon 
k'ings ; Amos a herdsman. The majority 
were either kings or priests, and hence were 
learned men for their time (though not alto- 
gether so) . 
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10 LECTURES. 

The manuscripts of the Old Testament 
were written on parchment, either of gazelle 
or sheep skins. At various times, efforts were 
made by enemies to destroy all the copies ; at 
the time of the Babylonish captivity, the tem- 
ple was burnt, and the ark which contained 
the original copy of the law was destroyed 
with it. Antiochus Epiphanes ordered that 
whoever was found with a copy of the law 
should be put to death. Jezebel endeavored 
to destroy it, as well as the schools of the 
prophets, and had nearly succeeded, when 
an authentic copy was found in the temple 
by King Josiah. Some of the manuscripts 
are now in the British Museum, the Vatican, 
and elsewhere, and perhaps some more val- 
uable remain to be discovered. One of the 
oldest (500 years B. C), the Samaritan 
Septuagint, is kept with great veneration 
at Nablous, by the remnant of the ancient 
Samaritan people. 

Moses must have been familiar with the 
papyri of the Egyptians, also with their 
stone inscriptions on the monuments. But 
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INTRODUCTION. 11 

from the first he* was surrounded by He- 
brew influences. He must have been made 
acquainted with the records handed down 
by the patriarchs from Abraham. We hear 
of Abraham only in his pastoral life ; but 
he was a voluntary exile from the ancient city 
of Ur of the Chaldees, situated in one of 
the Babylonian provinces. There existed at 
Babylon a vast and varied literature, — po- 
etic, mythological, and historic. The records 
were inscribed upon baked clay tablets, some 
of which have been brought to the British 
Museum, and there deciphered by scholars, 
within the last eight years. It is said that 
the general tide of historic criticism is turn- 
ing very much in favor of the most ancient 
records, and that historic scepticism is losing 
ground, both on Scriptural and classic fields, 
since the excavation arid deciphering of in- 
scriptions and the discovery of monuments 
verifying the ancient records. 

Numbers of the Egyptian papyri, written 
in hieroglyphics, and now in the various 
museums, have been read by scholars and 
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12 LECTURES. 

found to afford remarkable confirmations of 
the Old Testament history. The vast body 
of facts brought to light from the dead cities, 
where they have been buried for thousands of 
years, is like a resurrection of witnesses of 
unquestionable and independent character on 
the side of the faithfulness of the ancient 
Hebrew books. But the collections are only 
beginning. Vast libraries of Babylonian aud 
Chaldaic literature are known to exist on 
these ancient sites, and Assyrian copies of 
the same have multiplied the chances of their 
preservation. Probably many of you, and 
perhaps all of you, will some day visit the Brit- 
ish Museum and go to the Assyrian rooms, 
with their extraordinary sculptures of human- 
headed bulls, their bass-reliefs of war, sieges, 
and hunting, their cylinders and tablets of 
records. These human-headed bulls remind 
us of the prophet's w bulls of Bashan," — w He 
shall push with his horn." The notices of 
these nations by the classic writers were very 
limited, and gave no sufficient idea of the vast 
power or high civilization and literature of 
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INTRODUCTION. 13 

these great nations that have passed away, 
leaviug no other traces in our present living 
world but these long-buried records. Abra- 
ham would naturally carry his records on 
parchment rolls, easily obtainable and easily 
transported in his pastoral life. Accounts 
of the creation of the world, the Garden of 
Eden, the translation of Enoch, of Nimrod, 
and of the Flood, have been read from the 
Assyrian tablets, intermingled with much that 
is extravagant, but so far parallel with Genesis 
as to indicate a common origin, being wholly 
wanting in or most widely differing from the 
Greek and Roman traditions of the origin 
of all things. The great distinction of the 
Hebrew Genesis from all others is the omis- 
sion of the fables of the gods and demons, 
invariably intermingled with the others. 

Moses, being an Egyptian priest, must have 
been acquainted with the hieroglyphics on the 
monuments. But there was already a flow- 
ing writing which has been named the hie- 
ratic, in use for writing history and other pur- 
poses ; while eventually a writing called the 
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demotic was brought into common use. The 
letters of the alphabet are believed to be 
derived from conventionalized animal forms, 
such as Alpha, from a bull's head. The 
Hyksos or shepherd kings came from the 
East, probably Syria. They were fierce, and 
frightfully destructive of monuments. Their 
establishment in Egypt was about two hun- 
dred years anterior to Joseph. When they 
were expelled by Amosis, the founder of the 
Theban dynasty, they carried with them from 
Egypt a true alphabetical writing. This was 
asserted fir>t by Champollion, and is now ac- 
cepted universally. It is important that you 
should know that alphabetical writing was in 
vogue centuries before Moses, although the 
conservative Egyptian priesthood retained 
hieroglyphs for inscriptions and religious 
writings. Shepherds were an abomination 
to the Egyptians when Joseph received his 
brethren. Jacob might well have been ac- 
quainted with Phoenician letters. 

We therefore observe that the first records 
were undoubtedly brought by Abraham from 
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INTRODUCTION. 15 

Chaldaea, possibly in cuneiform characters; 
that they must have been kept with care and 
carried to Egypt by the patriarchs, and trans- 
mitted to Moses; and Moses, a man of 
extraordinary genius, and whose education 
brought within his range all the learning of the 
time, re-edited them as the foundation and be- 
ginning of his mighty work, — a work whose 
transcendent power I can hardly believe has 
yet reached its culmination. On later after- 
noons we will study the contents of his books. 
These cuneiform writings, as well as the 
Egyptian papyri, when they touch upon the 
same subjects as the Hebrew records, give 
them remarkable confirmation. The varia- 
tions of facts only prove them to have come 
from independent sources. And I will further 
say that there are a vast number of points 
which have been brought forward by unbe- 
lievers, arid even by half-hearted believers, 
as proofs not only of the incredibility but the 
inaccuracy of the Old Testament, which have 
now been turned by these records not only in 
favor of the honesty of the Old Testament 
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writers, but of their simple, single-hearted 
accuracy. 

Still further confirmations arise in the prog- 
ress of knowledge in various directions. One 
objection that was urged to prove the fabu- 
lous character of the history of the Exodus 
was founded on the statement that when 
Moses broke up the golden calf made by 
Aaron while he was on the Mount, he ground 
it to powder. Gold in its natural condition 
is extremely malleable, and can be beaten 
out into gold-leaf, but is not brittle. Within 
" a few years a process has been discovered 
which makes it so hard it can be broken. 
Some ancient Egyptian ornaments have been 
brought to light, made of gold which had been 
subjected to the same process and which were 
brittle. The Hebrew women had borrowed 
the ornaments of the Egyptian women and 
then given them to Aaron. Thus the Penta- 
teuch history is justified. 

The subjects which I hope to bring forward 
in these afternoons will be the characters 
and the training and the office of the several 
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INTRODUCTION. 17 

leading authors of the Old Testament ; also 
the character and purpose of the several 
books ; also the relation of the Jews to their 
influence on the ancient world, which, in 
many ways, was very powerful, — far beyond 
that of their civil or military power. The 
cause of their extreme ofFensiveness to the 
heathen nations, their reproach as Jews, their 
national characteristics, — this will of course 
include some study of their institutions ; their 
history must be sketched. 

I shall endeavor one afternoon to state to 
you the doctrine which, as believers, we 
ought to hold concerning the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, and the indorsement of the 
Old Testament by the New, and shall speak of 
the difficulties of its full reception ; of a rea- 
sonable faith which is demanded of us, and 
of a superstitious one ; and lastly, of the great 
prophecy of the better covenant, and of the 
coming and the revelation of Jesus Christ 
which it contains. 

In the beginning of our lessons, let us 
note that the first and greatest truth, taught us 
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throughout all the books of the Old Testa- 
ment, is the unity and universality of God. 
These are co-ordinate truths. One involves 
the other. The unity of God is the greatest 
truth ever revealed to man, and it is pro- 
foundly practical : it casts out the supersti- 
tions which deform and darken his intelli- 
gence ; it establishes the laws of righteous- 
ness for his life ; it underlies and searches 
his whole existence. Without its recognition, 
he is lost in the darkness and the terrible 
labyrinths of human life. 

The belief in universality and the omnipres- 
ence of God is a faith which enters into our 
whole lives, and shapes all our actions with its 
pervading power. It claims a universal sover- 
eignty over us. With its beneficent power, it 
strengthens us in doing right, and hinders us 
from doing wrong. It assures us of protect 
tion in every danger, and delivers us from 
every other fear. It lies down with us to 
protect us in the darkness of the night, and 
rises up with us to give us strength for the 
day. It is our gladness in the morning, and 
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our peace in the evening. The remembrance 
of God is a shelter and a tabernacle for the 
human soul, and in itself and of itself is 
man's exceeding great reward. 
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II. 

THE CREATION AND THE INSTITU- 
TION OF THE SABBATH REST. 

HTHE simplicity and sublimity of the cos- 
mogony of the Book of Genesis, compared 
with any of the other ancient cosmogonies or 
histories of the origin of all things, is univer- 
sally admitted. Moses must have beenfamiliar 
with thd Egyptian and Chaldean ; but a pow- 
erful evidence of the Divine inspiration which 
possessed his mind is his steadfast recognition 
of the one great Author of all things, and his 
emphatic ascription of every action of na- 
ture, every development of life, to His com- 
mand. The action of multitudes of ancient 
divinities, in visible things on earth, and sky, 
and sea, and the personification of natural 
forms and objects, — sun, moon, and stars, 
etc., — is comprised in science in the great 
word " nature " (derived from birth, genera- 
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tion) ; and it is thus well used, provided the 
thoughts of man do not rest in nature, or 
seek to make what is generated and derived 
supersede the underived, absolute Being of 
God. The self- existent cannot be searched 
and known by man, except "by intermediate 
means. Here we see as through a glass, 
darkly ; but we may recognize that all our 
light and all our life are derived from him. 
On a cloudy day, when there is no appear- 
ance of the sun, we still know that we are 
walking by his light; that we should be in 
utter darkness, if the sun were blotted out. 
So, although we think of God only by figura- 
tive and intermediate conceptions, our minds 
being unable to grasp the full, glorious idea of 
hi£ infinite spiritual Being, we may still bring 
every thought and action into his light, and 
walk as seeing him who is invisible. The 
study of the Divine Being, the meditation upon 
him, and the effort to realize the thought 
of God, is the noblest task of the human 
soul, and is one that gives power and vigor 
to human character beyond any other. The 
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greatest scientific men have been worship- 
pers, humble and devout, of the Most High, 
— Galileo, Kepler, Newton, Young, Brew- 
ster, Faraday ; and in our own country, a 
host of great names of the dead and the 
living may be numbered as believers* 

I shall not detain you with a full discus- 
sion of the questions which have been raised 
about the Mosaic story of creation, as no 
perfectly satisfactory solution has been, or 
probably can be, given. Thus far the phe- 
nomena represented are in full accordance 
with science. Thick darkness was over the 
empty, formless earth at the first. As the 
earth condensed and cooled, it changed from 
the gaseous to the fluid condition, and the 
movement of life began in the waters as light 
appeared. Now, Moses had probably never 
heard of " nature." That useful but indefinite 
term is the product of later ages, and in its 
enlarged use, in modern times, has been ex- 
tended to cover not only all that is known, 
but also all that is unknown in phenomena. 
Science had hot then begun its noble exposi- 
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tion. Men did not therefore need the less, 
but rather the more, to be taught of God, and 
to be delivered from the delusions and impos- 
tures that they imagined and practised upon 
each other in their false religions. 

As the Greeks and Romans had no concep- 
tions which corresponded with the holiness of 
God, neither had they of his universality. 
When the philosophers rose to a vaster 
thought, they were at once vague and unprac- 
tical. In our faith we unite the belief in his 
infinite Being with inconceivable activity, and 
with immanence in human affairs and all 
things, and recognize him as the origin of all 
the forces of nature, the base of the whole 
universe of matter, as well as the Father of 
spirits. In him we live, and move, and have 
our being ; and the first step toward planting 
this living faith in the Almighty among men 
was to assure them that the earth they wor- 
shipped as mother, the glorious sun, and 
moon, and stars, they gazed upon as divini- 
ties, were secondary and derived existences, 
the work of One they could not see or know 
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except by his infinite name, and his awful, 
universal power. 

The first movement of life is by his spirit, 
and it is to be noted that the veil has never 
yet been lifted further even by the incessant, 
restless search of science. Protoplasm is 
now the last point that can be reached by 
its investigation. It is living, or it is dead; 
but what life is/ cannot be answered, although 
it is observed in its myriad forms by the 
greatest discoverers of modern times. 

The use of the word" day 'has been variously 
explained. At one time it was urged that 
the vision of the creation was made to Moses 
in a succession of scenes, corresponding to the 
rise and decline of the predominant facts of 
the earth. Again, an adjustment of geologi- 
cal facts to representative periods is attempted. 
The appearance of light through the condens- 
ing waters was th§ first day. The clearing of 
the atmosphere makes the firmament, — the 
work of the second day. The appearance of 
the dry land, — the third day. The vast 
development of vegetation, which became 
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the material of our coal mines, when mosses 
were gigantic, and ferns rivalled forests, took 
place during this period, — the sun not yet 
appealing through the fog. At last the air is 
cleared, and sun, and moon, and stars appear 
in the heavens ; and Moses sees that forever- 
more human reckoning will be ruled by their 
movement, — signs and seasons, and days and 
years, — and this js the work of the fourth 
day. And then comes the immense develop- 
ment of aquatic life : the higher forms of 
fishes, the enormous reptiles, and reptilian 
birds, and flying reptiles, — so that he names 
the whole fifth day for their creation. And 
in the sixth day he places the further produc- 
tion of animal life, and finally of man. To 
man is given the general dominion over ani- 
mal and vegetable life ; to animal life, the 
vegetable world for food. 

You will find by looking in a concordance 
the frequent use of the word "day*' as an indefi- 
nite or rather undefined period, — the Hebrew 
language containing only nine thousand words ; 
so that Moses, when announcing in majestic 
3 
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language the divine work, might easily use a 
poetic form for his vision of the times of 
these astonishing successions, now verified 
by scientific research. The points in which 
they do not accord with science are that the 
vegetable and animal kingdoms were more or 
less coeval ; that the sun and moon and stars 
existed before light appeared on earth. But 
this does not impair the value of the account 
in Genesis, practically. There was no possi- 
bility of presenting men in early ages with a 
picture of geological facts, which they could 
understand without a vast deal of general 
knowledge, which had still to be discovered, 
before they could form scientific conceptions ; 
and to give men the vast body of natural 
facts, now in possession of little children, 
would have defeated the magnificent educa- 
tion of human thought which has been going 
on through the ages. The gradual acquisition 
of the secrets of nature, which man trans- 
mits from age to age, and which becomes the 
great inheritance of time, stamps humanity 
with an immortality unapproachable by the 
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brutes. Man is indeed the scholar of time, 
the child of God; by his splendid inheritance 
of the kingdom of thought. In one great 
point he has always shown his want, his pov- 
erty, — his need of the fatherhood of God ; a 
need greater than that of any other creature. 
His ignorance of God is his great calamity, 
his knowledge of God his greatest blessing, 
and hence his meetness for a divine revelation 
to his race beyond the revelation of lower 
nature. 

But this revelation was and ought to have 
been given in language that he could under- 
stand. The language of poetry, of figures, 
and of parables has been the earliest tra- 
dition of the various nations. And in the 
childhood of the race it was necessary. It is 
impossible that a scientific revelation should 
ever be the revelation of the ages of human- 
ity. It is impossible that a scientific revela- 
tion should ever be wholly permanent ; for 
science is perpetually changing, and every 
great discovery has such a modifying influ- 
ence on all that has gone before, that the 
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language itself of science is always develop- 
ing new forms, which are understood of 
science alone, and which authority has never 
been able to make popular. Where is the 
pedant who would speak of the rising and 
setting of the sun as the revolution of the 
earth on its axis? Yet little children know 
the fact is contrary to the popular expres- 
sion. And throughout the Old and New 
Testament the whole Divine truth is given 
in the most popular language of the time ; 
and often not only in emotional and passion- 
ate expressions, but not seldom in an ex- 
travagant symbolism that is wholly alien 
to modern thought, which has been tamed 
by many generations of careful writers and 
accurate thinkers, and at last of scientific 
investigators. Nevertheless, the great and 
life-giving assertion of the one self-existent, 
almighty, all-searching God, as given in' the 
Hebrew oracles, has never been surpassed, or 
I think equalled, in later ages, and has had 
its beneficent influence on thought and life 
through ages of scientific darkness and igno- 
rance. 
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The rest of the seventh day presents greater 
difficulties to us ; not so much from the figura- 
tive character of the resting of God, — which, 
we easily discover from other passages, was 
intentionally used only as a figure, — but be- 
cause it raises scientific questions as to the 
differences in the manifestation of Divine 
power. Whether the creation involved ex- v 
traordinary acts, or whether the whole devel- 
opment was kindred to the sustaining and 
immanent power which is effecting gradual 
chancres along the whole course of time. But 
this is a question which we need not discuss. 
The observance of the seventh day was very 
general among early nations. It was univer- 
sal among the Egyptians. I should very 
gladly dwell here on the blessings, both 
material and spiritual, of its observance ; but 
there is not time this afternoon, and there 
have been published from time to time ad- 
mirable arguments for its beneficence. It 
has been well shown to be the appropriate 
proportion of the time given to rest and 
refreshment, from the wearing out of mind 
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and body by continual strain; to give the 
benefit of entire change of occupation once 
in the week, not only to the poor but to the 
highly educated ; the rest to brutes from 
labor ; the rest of the children of toil. But, 
as the Jews observed it, there was more than 
rest : it was a festival day, a day of inno- 
cent pleasure. The penitential character 
given it by the Puritans did not belong to 
its institution or to its Hebrew observance 
generally, although, in the time of the Saviour, 
manifold superstitions had become attached 
to it, which, as you remember, he rebukes. 
The Sabbath is indeed made for man, and 
not man for the Sabbath ; and our observance 
of the day should always be one of glad- 
ness, and, as far as possible, of beneficence 
to man and beast. 
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THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 

^THE history of Paradise is one of the ear- 
-* liest and most widespread traditions of 
the human family. Hence, the location of 
Eden has been a vexed question. As tribes 
departed from the parent families, they carried 
with them the poetic story of the first inno- 
cence and the lost home of man ; and after 
they were wonted in new lands, they soon 
learned to place Eden in the countries with 
which they were acquainted and which made 
all the world to them. From the Scandina- 
vian peninsula to Africa, from the Canary Isles 
to Asia, and through India to China, there 
have been found traditions of its seat, — every- 
where but in America. Had the traditions 
of the Western Continent been better pre- 
served, it might have been found here, as tra- 
ditions of the Flood have come from Mexico. 
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But the best opinion tends to place it in the 
highlands of Armenia, lying between the 
Euphrates and Tigris, before their junction. 
The Euphrates is 1,500 miles long before it 
empties into the Persian Gulf, and the Tigris 
flows 1,136 miles before it joins the Euphra- 
tes, both of them rising in the mountains of 
Armenia. A third and fourth river in the 
same region have been suggested by Col. 
Chesney and others,- as identifying its situ- 
ation, 

I must tell you that the whole history of the 
Garden — of the primal innocence and after 
disobedience and expulsion of the first pair — 
has often been regarded as a myth, or par- 
able ; not only by those who do not believe in 
the divine verity of the Book of Genesis, but 
many of the church fathers — Origen, Clemens 
of Alexandria, and others — have followed the 
Jewish philosopher, Philo Judaeus, in con- 
sidering it wholly figurative. He went so 
far as to give the four rivers of Paradise the 
signification of the four cardinal virtues, and 
thus throughout the whole story. There are 
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several points which might justify his idea. 
The names of the Tree of Life and the Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil seem to 
suggest it. Still further, the punishment of 
Adam, "In the sweat of thy brow thou shalt 
eat bread"; the earth cursed for his sake, — 
" thistles and thorns shall be brought forth " ; 
the curse on the woman, of childbearing ; the 
curse of the serpent, — "Dust shalt thou eat, 
on thy belly shalt thou go," — all these seem 
to be natural and established facts from the 
first; and the great promise of future re- 
demption, "the seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent's head, and it shall bruise 
his heel," — a far-reaching figure of the suf- 
fering and final triumph of the coming Re- 
deemer. 

As a Divine translation into poetry of the 
inexplicable mysteries of human sin and sor- 
row, such as the grief which hems in man's 
life, entering the world amid throes, and 
leaving it by the awful passage of death, — 
of this and much more, the story of the Gar- 
den would be the most profound and widely 
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significant parable ever penned ; and as such 
it is regarded even by some believers at the 
present day. 

But regarding it as historical, we shall find 
that the more it is studied, the more conso- 
nant does it seem, both with nature and with 
human life, and the wider its bearing on the 
facts of both. With due allowance for its 
figurative features in parts, its history of 
the beginning of the guilt and misery of hu- 
manity has many points that seem to be sus- 
tained by the experience of nature and of 
life. 

I must say a few words about the evidences 
of the existence of prehistoric men. Some 
scientists claim that the remains of human 
skeletons found in early geological strata, 
and of flint implements, knives, and arrow- 
heads, found in association with extinct ani- 
mals, prove the era of man to reach back 
through tens of thousands of years. Some 
of the bones of ancient animals are carved 
and ornamented, and it is surmised that these 
early men were of the lowest and most brutal 
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type of savages. No animal uses tools, and 
these flint knives and arrow-heads are satis- 
factory evidence of the work of man. They 
have been found in Europe and America in 
great abundance. It is to be noted here 
that the geological periods claimed by Sir 
Charles Lyell, of hundreds of millions of 
years, have been vastly curtailed by the 
facts which physicists and astronomers have 
brought to bear on the subject. On scien- 
tific grounds it is also claimed that the age of 
man has been greatly exaggerated, and that 
th£ local associations of his remains have 
been misinterpreted by prepossessions in 
favor of vast extensions of time. Many 
have supposed the historic character of the 
story of Eden to be thus disproved. That 
the historic ages are very much longer than 
was generally supposed in the last century is 
not to be doubted. The discovery of ancient 
cities and other monuments extends the age 
of man farther into the distance by thousands 
of years. 

But in the two chapters of Genesis there 
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are two accounts of the creation of man. 
The first follows the creation of the beasts on 
the sixth day. w God said, Let us make man 
in our own image. . . . Male and female 
created he them. And God blessed them, 
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue 
it : and have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and the fowl of the air, and over every 
living thing that moveth upon the earth." 
This creation in the image of God we 
understand as signifying the endowment of 
reason and thought, and as such seems to 
enter into the general order of nature. But 
there js a second history, beginning at the 
third verse, which is distinguished from the 
previous one by the introduction of the name 
of Jehovah : Jehovah Elohim, the Lord God. 
These names have been the subject of much 
study among scholars. We shall return to 
them later. A garden is now planted to 
receive man. He is not left in the wilderness 
of nature, but a selected spot, a guarded 
Eden, with a special planting, for hiin to 
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dress and keep. He was formed of the dust 
of the ground, and into his nostrils the Lord 
God breathed the breath of life, and he be- 
came a living soul. He was more now than 
the king of nature, — he was inspired with the 
Divine life ; inspiration, breath, and spirit 
having the same significance. Neither was the 
birth of Eve in the same order as that of the 
animals, but like the budding of a plant from 
the side of Adam. Their unconsciousness 
and their ignorance is childlike, and many 
speculations might be and have been made as 
to their destiny had they kept their first 
estate. They were to dress and keep the 
garden, to enhance and beautify the earth, 
and neither to desolate it nor destroy its 
harmless trees in wanton cruelty, nor waste 
it, as has been and is so often done by man- 
kind. In Marsh's work on Man and Nature, 
he notes that the -seats of ancient civilizations 
almost invariably became deserts ; and he 
gives innumerable cases of fertile and beauti- 
ful countries ravaged and destroyed by wars, 
by loss of forests, and other human waste 
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and ruin. The intercourse of man with God, 
the voice of the Lord in the wind, the Divine 
command and warning, imply more than the 
simple relation of the created to the Crea- 
tor ; the parental care of the Lord God de- 
clares the filial tie and the bond of duty on 
the part of man. The equal position of Eve, 
as Adam's helpmeet, is in contrast with its 
subsequent loss ; but I think it is still some- 
thing different from the restoration, when 
man and woman became together the heirs of 
eternal life. 

Whatever may be the results of scientific 
investigation as to the existence of prehistoric 
races of brutish men, -we may consider the 
pair 'placed in Eden as the parents of the 
historic race. It is extremely curious that 
some of the Assyrian tablets seem -to speak 
of two races of men, one red and one white ; 
of one of them only is the disobedience 
and the exclusion from the Garden related, 
while the intermingling of the races is chron- 
icled parallel to that recorded in Genesis of 
the sons of God and the daughters of men. 
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But these histories are too fragmentary to 
be understood by us at present ; though the 
fear which possessed Cain, of meeting other 
men who would kill him, is to be noted in 
this connection. The Trees of Life and of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil have a distinct 
symbolism, which would justify the mythical 
character of the whole. But on the other 
hand, they may probably have been truly 
sacramental, — the outward and visible sign 
of the inward and spiritual thing; spiritual 
life in one case, spiritual death in the other. 
The existence in Eden was neither to be one 
of idleness nor one of exhausting toil. The 
struggle for existence, the unrequited labor 
of the sons of want, brought no sorrow into 
its peace. In the nineteenth and twentieth 
verses there is a repetition of the creation of 
birds and animals, and their being brought to 
Adam to name; and this might well typify 
his relation to the domestic animals, and to 
the gentle and friendly races of beasts and 
birds. Neither first nor last is there any hint 
of the changes in the ^natural world which 
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the grandiose imagination of Milton portrays. 
Magnificent as are his descriptions, they take 
poetic licenses with facts, and present scien- 
tific impossibilities and extravagant concep- 
tions which are wanting altogether in the 
story of Genesis. And I believe that here, as 
always to the unprejudiced mind, the Divine 
history speaks with an authority which is un- 
paralleled by human genius alone. There is 
not only the announcement of facts in the 
simplest statement, but a reticence of circum- 
stances, of wild speculations, of unwarranted 
deductions, of exciting descriptions, which is 
judicial. And neither in the cosmogonies of 
other early nations, nor in the glowing fire of 
poetry and the splendid flights of fancy, is 
to be found the undying interest to the 
human mind of the immortal story of Eden 
as given in the Hebrew Genesis. 

The next lesson will be on the fall of man, 
which must be connected with the New Tes- 
tament in our study. 
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THE FALL OF MAN. 

" VTOW the serpent was more subtle than 
-^ any beast of the field." 
This is the first revelation in Scripture of one 
of its greatest mysteries ; namely, the exist- 
ence of malignant beings, and their influence 
in human affairs. The angels who, kept not 
their first estate, are represented in the 
New Testament as reserved in chains and 
darkness for future judgment. Their rest- 
lessness in their bondage, their hatred of 
God and of mankind, their malignant efforts 
to mislead man, and to thwart the Divine 
purposes in his favor, are visible in every 
mention of them; as they are described, 
their malice is more unrelenting, more un- 
broken by scruples or remorse, than the sin 
of human beings. Just as the impulse of 
selfishness is less deadly than envy, as self- 
4 
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indulgence is less wicked than pure hatred, 
as the indifference to others is not so bad as 
the desire to injure them, — so do the Scrip- 
tures teach us that a diabolical wickedness 
may be developed in the heart of man which 
receives its intensity from alien sources. ' 

How shall we receive this occult doctrine, 
this teaching which is beyond the course of 
nature? Let us look at the secrets of the 
natural world as they are gradually made 
known to man. Every new unveiling of the 
powers of nature shows new points of the 
interdependence of the spheres of the human, 
the brute, the vegetable, and the inorganic 
kingdoms ; although these facts of their mu- 
tual influence, often of their existence, were 
so long hidden from man. Not only remote 
causes evade discovery, but all-pervading 
facts, like the existence of the elastic atmos- 
phere in which we move and breathe, with 
its tremendous pressure upon us, its power 
of changing and corrupting almost every sub- 
stance about us, — animal and vegetable sub- 
stances, and metals, — were unsuspected for 
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thousands of years ; and yet some of those ages 
witnessed great intellectual activity. And 
likewise with the discoveries of the micro- 
scope, of the germs of disease, o£ the con- 
ditions of health and sickness in the struc- 
tures of the animal body, — all these are 
beyond the reach of the unaided human eye, 
and yet are most important to be known by 
us. These tangible facts are brought by 
science within the scope of our senses ; and 
our senses address our consciousness immedi- 
ately. But our warrant for our belief in 
the existence of good and evil spirits rests 
solely on the testimony of the Bible. The 
grounds for our implicit faith in the Scrip- 
tures we shall study later ; but we may now 
observe that there is neither impossibility nor 
improbability that spirits, with their unrecog- 
nized influences, exist around us. On the 
contrary, when we consider the diversity and 
intricacy of nature, and the interdependence 
and activity of seemingly alien species, we 
may well suppose a vast amount of conscious 
existence, with its unknown effects, beyond 
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the range of the windows of our five senses. 
We neither see the forms nor hear the move- 
ment of spiritual life, because we have as yet 
no faculty to discern it. But that does not 
prove that it does not exist. 

Do we ask why these intangible things are 
revealed to us in the Scriptures, if we cannot 
put them to natural proof? The reply is, 
For our comfort and our warning in our life 
of faith. The strange perplexities of human 
nature, from its warring propensities of good 
and evil, do not belong to them. The Scrip- 
tures reveal to us angels and devils: the 
devils, that we may be warned against their 
voiceless temptations, their silent seductions ; 
the angels are revealed to strengthen us, as 
Elijah was strengthened, by knowing that the 
children of God are compassed with heavenly 
guards. And the thought of them has armed 
anew the souls of martyrs; it shelters the 
desolate saint in his loneliness and danger, 
and spreads a halo of light through the dark- 
ness around the pillow of every little child 
that is taught of God. 
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Do we ask why the powers of darkness are 
allowed to war against human souls? The 
Father of spirits calls us to enter into life 
through manifold temptations, — not as slug- 
gards, but as conquerors, — " the trial of our 
faith being more precious than of gold which 
perisheth." 

Indeed, I think that the difficulty of admit- 
ting Satanic power does not lie in his tempt- 
ing of man ; for trial tempers human charac-' 
ter like steel in the fire. The untempted 
innocence of Eden was infantine compared 
with the saintly manhood of prophets, and 
apostles, and believers, throughout the ages. 
But an inexplicable mystery lies in the exist- 
ence of a race of beings fierce and consistent 
in their hatred of God and man, in the status 
of conscious spirits without the possibility of 
hope. We must inquire of their condition, 
power, and limitation, in the Scriptures, 
where they are revealed. 

In Genesis this awful personality first 
appears, and later the devils are spoken of 
synonytnously with the false gods of the 
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neighboring nations, who were types of 
cruelty and uncleanness. In the Book of 
\Tob is a remarkable passage which describes 
Satan as presenting himself before God as 
the accuser of righteous Job, and as urging 
his accusation with a mean insinuation. But 
it is in the New Testament that the clearest 
views of his nature are given. Christ Jesus 
speaks of Satan and his kingdom by several 
•titles, and with such distinctness and reitera- 
tion that we must conclude that he recognized 
him by his divine insight as clearly and as 
objectively as any of the facts of the natural 
world. 

You may all of you have observed, when liv- 
ing by the sea-shore, that at times an extraor- 
dinary swell in the ocean takes place in fine 
weather. Great waves come rolling in and 
break along the shore, which are not accounted 
for by the existing condition of the atmos- 
phere. Seafaring men will tell you that the 
billows come from a distant storm, and that 
the tumult was generated in remote seas. 

Thus it is with the history of the angels 
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who kept not their first estate. We do not 
know their crime, and we hear of no re- 
demption for them. Of their faculties wo 
learn only by inference. I think that the 
chains and darkness in which it is said they 
are reserved refers to the loss of personal 
powers; their eagerness to possess them- 
selves of animated forms indicates a disem- 
bodied condition, which to finite spirits must 
involve the loss of many activities. We are 
taught that they have no power over us ex- 
cept in tempting our hearts, and that they 
cannot tempt us in a way that we cannot 
resist. The believer is stronger than the 
whole kingdom of Satan. The only record 
given of the bodily appearance of Satan is 
as the serpent tempting Eve. The notices of 
the first temptation in the New Testament 
identify the serpent of Eden with Satan. He 
has never been seen or heard of men except 
when Jesus, our Saviour, meets him in the 
wilderness, and speaks with the devils who 
have entered into human beings, and who 
recognize him as their conqueror. The 
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apostles cast out devils in Christ's name, but 
did not exchange communications with them. 
The seventy disciples sent out by Christ Jesus 
return with joy because even the devils are 
subject to them through his name ; and Christ 
replies, "I saw Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven," — implying a new restraint on his 
power. As he liever appeared in proper 
form to merely mortal eyes from the day 
when the sentence of future defeat was pro- 
nounced on him in Eden, so we may believe 
that from the time of Christ's victory in the 
wilderness, and his ministry of healing on 
earth, the power of Satan and his angels was 
curbed. All the innumerable tales of his 
power which come down from the Middle 
Ages, all the representations of him in the 
form of a satyr, are evidently fables, very 
often influenced by classical or other heathen 
ideas. It has been remarked that the Greeks 
and Romans held no belief in the existence 
of the devil. Neither had they any compe- 
tent idea of the holiness of God. Indeed , their 
gods performed the actions of devils them- 
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selves, and were generally meaner and more 
wicked than men, and too often were exhib- 
ited as the enemies of man. In the sacred 
books of the Persians, who were worshippers 
of one God, the agency of Satan in the fall 
of man is taught. According to the Zenda- 
vesta, man was created in a state of inno- 
cence, and destined to happiness on condition 
of goodness and obedience ; but he was de- 
ceived by Ahriman, and induced to rebel 
against God and forfeit happiness by eating 
of fruits. According to the same book, Ahri- 
man, in the form of a serpent, springs down 
from heaven to earth. 

We may here notice several of the most 
remarkable temptations related in Scripture. 
Satan tempted David to number the people, 
and in consequence a terrible pestilence was 
visited on them by the Most High. The 
probable explanation of this is that King 
David, after his great successes, conceived 
the idea of gathering an army and carrying 
it on foreign expeditions, like neighboring 
kings, whose constant effort was to make war 
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on and to spoil, and perhaps annex, neighbor- 
ing nations, thus wasting their own people as 
well. These wars of conquest have been the 
curse of the earth, and we know that the 
Jews were neither intended nor permitted to 
follow the example of other peoples in this 
respect ; after they were settled in Palestine 
they were intended by the Divine polity to 
be a pastoral, agricultural, and commercial 
people. This awful rebuke by pestilence 
effectually hindered David's project, if he so 
intended it. 

w Satan hath desired to sift you as wheat," 
is Christ's warning to St. Peter, before his 
denial of him ; w but I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not." The impetuous man, 
who for one brief moment denied his Lord, 
could repent and be forgiven, and with that 
deep humility, which never forsook him after 
his fall, receive a special commission from 
Christ to feed his sheep, and at last hear of 
the death, similar to Christ's own passion, by 
which he ^should glorify his Lord. , 

Satan entered into Judas Iscariot when he 
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should betray his master. The previous base- 
ness of Judas is shown in his hypocritically 
objecting to the waste of ointment poured on 
the feet of Jesus, because he carried the bag 
and was a thief. In one case, Satan desired 
to sift Peter; in the other, he entered into 
Judas. One passed on through his grief to 
deeper sanctification ; the other rushed to de- 
spair, which is mortal sin, and to his own 
perdition. 

The temptation to Eve was in awakening 
her reckless ambition to be like the gods, — 
to possess forbidden knowledge. Now, knowl- 
edge is the legitimate pursuit of the human 
mind; its acquisition the greatest boon of 
thought. Christ says, "Ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you." And this promise 
is gloriously realized by the student and 
seeker of truth in every sphere. But there 
have always been human efforts to obtain un- 
lawful knowledge, — secrets by magic, — and 
to grasp powers which do not belong to the 
course of nature in which God has placed us, 
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and apart from that legitimate search of sci- 
ence into the unknown conditions of God's 
blessed earth, sea, and sky which is the great- 
est privilege of the human mind. But Eve 
gives credence to the lies of the Evil Spirit, 
that by her disobedient act she can obtain 
new and supernatural powers ; and she then 
tempts Adam, who follows her lead, apparently- 
without the deception under which she had 
fallen. Their first estate of ignorance and 
innocence passed away forever, and their 
conscious guilt led them to hide themselves. 
The sentences pronounced on the several act- 
ors in the fatal drama are full of significance. 
Adam had been appointed to dress and keep 
the Garden. ' He must now leave the Garden 
and begin his long struggle with nature and 
the wilderness. A botanist has said that 
man plants with his right hand, and Nature 
with her left. Man's ceaseless toil is re- 
quired for the more precious products of 
grains and fruits, while ill weeds are organ- 
ized to provide for themselves. The thistle- 
down is winged; the burdocks have hooks 
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on their burrs, which attach themselves to 
grazing animals, and are thus carried to dis- 
tant fields ; and the various contrivances, by 
which nature protects and disseminates the 
growths which man abhors and exterminates, 
make one of the most curious chapters in nat- 
ural science. In the sweat of his brow must 
he till the ground to produce the grain ; and 
then his labor is only begun ; if he rests, his 
fields will be choked by weeds. One of the 
great difficulties of the farmer is the mixture 
of the seeds of weeds with the grain and 
grass seed that he buys ; and Dr. Gray's Bot- 
any contains an astonishing list of weeds, 
which now flourish all over our country, and 
which are exotics. While man is a hunter, 
the weeds lie in abeyance. It is the tilling 
of the earth, the opening of the soil, which 
give place for these noxious intruders, and 
make it difficult or impossible to sow good 
seed without the accompanying tares. 

The punishment of Eve is analogous to the 
sentence of Adam. Whatever their happier 
condition in Paradise, which we can most 
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imperfectly surmise, the sentence of depo- 
sition is passed upon them both. They 
become subject to suffering and death like 
the lower animals ; and Eve, as the weaker, 
becomes subject to the stronger. 

It is to be noted that the serpent is the only 
genus of the vertebrates which moves without 
limbs, or wings, or fins. With its immense 
muscular system and its wonderful vertebrae, 
its shape is nevertheless that of a worm, a far 
lower form of life. The sacramental Tree of 
Life is barred from Adam's approach, in mercy 
as well as in judgment, since immortality, 
after his fall, would be no longer a boon. 

The cherubim and the flaming sword, placed 
at the east of the garden, is the miracle which 
forever terminated that unexplained life in 
Eden, an ideal of innocence and peace ren- 
dered abortive by the first disobedience. To 
me the experiment, if such we may call it, 
signifies the sheltering of Adam and Eve 
from all warring influences, the opening of 
their lives in childlike innocence and peace ; 
and their inability and failure to keep their 
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trust from the terrible influences which found 
them out, from a prior race, — the angels 
who kept not their first estate. But with the 
sentence of exile is given the promise of 
future victory. The seed of the woman 
shall bruise the serpent's head, but the 
serpent shall bruise his heel. Through pain 
and death shall man rise up at last, by- 
redemption, to something more glorious and 
more divine than his first estate. And the 
remarkable passage of St. Paul's, in Romans 
viii., "For the earnest expectation of the 
creature waiteth for the manifestation of the 
sons of God," implies that the future redemp- 
tion of this natural world from its many 
suffering conditions is bound up with the 
final consummation of man's victory over 
the powers of evil of and death. 
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CAIN AND ABEL. 

"I N the Genesis history, the expulsion from 
-*• Eden is followed by the birth of Cain and 
Abel, and their callings, the first as a tiller of 
the ground, the younger as keeper of flocks. 
Then their offerings, according to their 
occupations: Cain brings the first-fruits, 
Abel the firstlings of his flocks. Cain's is 
rejected, Abel's accepted; and Cain was 
wroth and his countenance fell. Then fol- 
lows the Lord's remonstrance, which con- 
tains the passage obscurely translated thus : 
" If thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door ; 
and unto thee shall be his desire, and thou 
shalt rule over him." Hebrew scholars are 
generally agreed that the true meaning is, 
that " Sin is lying in wait at the door, desiring 
thee, but thou shalt rule over him." 

The offerings of the two brothers unqiies- 
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tionably expressed some notable omission on 
the part of Cain, and some palpable fulfil- 
ment on the part of Abel. The natural 
conclusion is that the symbolism of bloody 
sacrifice is the qualifying difference. This 
conclusion is verified by the light thrown by 
subsequent Hebrew history and institutions. 
We have a right to throw back on the early 
record the illumination from its later ages. 
The question now arises, Was . the sin 
offering ordained to Adam at the time of the 
first disobedience, when the promise of the 
victorious seed was given, or were the of- 
ferings of the two brothers the occasion of its 
institution? And this we cannot answer from 
the Scripture history. But the character of 
Cain and the rejection of his offering are not 
inconsistent with wilful disobedience, and a 
haughty disregard of the appointment for sac- 
rifice. His anger against Abel and the mur- 
der are followed by his evasion of God's inquest 
for blood, and at last by the sentence of ban- 
ishment from his kindred, and the terrible fear 
of the men who might find him and slay him. 
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From this earliest record, the sacrifice of 
animals is the keystone of worship among 
nearly every ancient nation, whose records 
have reached us. This first expression of the 
sense of want, or the sense of guilt, which 
rises up and prompts the heart of man, has 
neld sway from East to West ; in Asia, Europe, 
Africa, and America ; among classic nations 
as well as barbarians. In fact, the first great 
religion, whose doctrine superseded it, is Chris- 
tianity, the central fact of Christianity beiug 
the sacrifice of the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sins of the world once and forever, 
abrogating these bloody rites by his consum- 
mation of their whole significance. 

I must speak of the intercourse with God 
which was held by man, not only in Para- 
dise, but after the expulsion, and through 
the patriarchal age, — frequent, personal, 
and familiar, as of a father toward his chil- 
dren, and of children asking and responding 
again. 

From the very birth of Adam from the 
dust, from the breathing into him of the 
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breath of life, he is represented as the object 
of God's care, far beyond the common 
bounty of nature to the fishes and birds and 
beasts. He is the child who receives con- 
ventional commands, and a special training 
by which he becomes not only the servant of 
God, — like the winds and waves, like the 
lower animal life, — but the intelligent scholar 
of the ages, the asking and answering child ; 
with a systematic instruction beginning 
with his earliest existence, — figurative, pic- 
torial, so to speak, but so delivered as to 
convey truths far deeper than its apparent 
form ; truths given from the very first, which 
reach into the ages, still before us for their 
completion. And I know nothing in the his- 
tory of thought so wonderful as the instilling 
of the grandest ideas that the human mind 
can reach, first into the Hebrew patriarchs, 
and then into the Hebrew people, by the 
Divine covenants with men as recorded in 
the Pentateuch. We have only to compare 
the Scriptures with Homer and Hesiod, or 
with the Assyrian and Egyptian or the 
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Indian sacred books, to see its immeasurable 
grandeur in comparison. 

There are promises given to the patriarch, 
more tender, more sublime, more inspiring 
than any classic religion ever bestowed. 

In fact, there are single Psalms which con- 
tain more of true divinity than all that the 
classic nations ever reached ; and in the early 
patriarchal histories there are foundations of 
truth and righteousness laid, and patterns 
of the divine tenderness and condescension 
given, that have been the blessing and the 
healing, not only of individual believers, but 
of nations ever since. All philosophy of 
the unknown and unknowable power behind 
nature can never instruct our thoughts in 
the incessant, active, upholding, generating, 
all-pervading Being, whose existence is assured 
to us by all right thinking about ourselves and 
the universe, as do the poetic and figurative 
words of the Pentateuch. God talks with 
man, cares for him, teaches him, makes cove- 
nants with him, binds himself by promises, 
teaches man to plead with him. He shows 
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him the path of uprightness and peace. 
He teaches him the safety of innocence, the 
danger of cruelty and treachery, the guilt of 
recklessness and profanity. And these things 
are the beginnings of civil society, the foun- 
dation stones of mutual trust between man 
and man. Compare the lives of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob with the lives of the Roman 
proconsuls of the Empire, or with the English, 
French, and German barons in the Middle 
Ages ; the peaceable lives of the patriarchs 
with the bloody feuds, the horrible plunder- 
ing and oppressing of the poor. Compare 
the tents of the patriarch with the robber 
castles — on the Rhine, or in Auvergne — 
which for ages made the lives of the unarmed 
peasantry no better than those of flocks of 
sheep perpetually hunted by wolves. The 
peaceful employments of the patriarchs in- 
jured none and profited many, and were the 
beginnings of civil society. - 

All these principles of righteousness and 
peace could only be learned by man by the 
special teaching from God. And we have 
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only to compare the Bible histories with 
Pagan histories, even of the highly civilized 
Greeks and Romans, to see how incomparably 
more developed were just ideas of the civic 
and social duties among the patriarchs than in 
those proud states who looked upon these 
Eastern people as barbarians. And it is these 
doctrines of peace and justice and mercy that 
bless nations, and give them permanence and 
power. It is by wars and victories over 
other nations, and by the luxury and cor- 
ruption that follow, that great nations are 
sapped and wasted. Never is the promise 
that " The meek shall inherit the earth" more 
illustrated, or the sentence that " They that 
take the sword shall perish by the sword," 
than in the history of military governments ; 
and yet there is no principle of righteousness 
that has more needed a divine revelation to 
establish it, than that God is the lover of jus- 
tice toward the defenceless and mercy toward 
the poor, and that he will bless the peace- 
makers. 

This history of familiar intercourse between 
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God and man, and this representation of God 
with the characteristics of humanity, is called 
anthropomorphic; that is, with humanized 
form. I speak of it because anthropomor- 
phism has been the most frequent and sever- 
est reproach cast upon the Bible, especially 
upon the Old Testament, and has led hostile 
or careless readers to astonishing misrepre- 
sentations. Now I believe it to be not only 
a spiritual but an intellectual loss, to miss 
the wisdom of the Old Testament Scriptures 
by fault of understanding them in their true 
intentions. The philosophic recognition of 
the unknown and the unknowable power in 
nature can never sufficiently instruct man 
either in the principles of social life, or in 
the spheres of the highest thought, or even 
in the sound basis from which science must 
advance on her quests for new discoveries. 
There must be a ground of belief from which 
the human mind departs for its actual veri- 
fications. The shallow insight, the scanty 
accomplishment of much of philosophical 
methods, is often concealed by its remote- 
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ness from practical life, and by its hiding its 
nakedness in obscure diction, or behind great 
scaffoldings of classification ; so that the cum- 
brous envelopes of a very puny truth often 
give it a factitious currency which it does 
not deserve. It is like passing a cheap cop- 
per coin for the same value as a piece of gold 
of the same weight and size. But the full 
wisdom of the Scriptures, with their careless 
beauty, is given to us with a picturesque- 
ness, and with an enchanting background of 
Oriental scenery, often in connection with in- 
dividual lives of romantic interest, and vivid 
with human passion, until we forget that the 
stories, that are the delight of children, con- 
tain the thoughts that have been the life and 
power of humanity in many ages. It is easy 
to misinterpret them, it is possible to mis- 
understand them. They are always addressed 
to sincere men, and neither to cavillers nor 
to the brutal and profane. 

After the death of Abel, and the punish- 
ment of Cain, a list of the descendants of 
Adam and Eve is given, with notices of 
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some of them, and the record of their extraor- 
dinary longevity, until the time when the 
age 'of man is fixed at one hundred and 
twenty years, which was the age Moses 
reached. The extraordinary length of life of 
the first fathers of the race is in keeping with 
the growth of plants, whose leaves, near the 
beginning of growth, are often very much 
larger than the later ones. Florists always 
look for the largest specimens on young 
plants. So that this early longevity is by no 
means out of natural conditions, especially in 
a climate without the extremes of heat and 
cold, and reported to be peculiarly salubri- 
ous. It is a region, at any rate, that has 
always produced the highest species of the 
various animal genera, and in their highest 
perfection. Moreover, at that time, the vari- 
ous hereditary taints, with all their complica- 
tions by unhealthy modes of life, had not 
deteriorated human constitutions. In the 
reading of these ancient records, there are 
no facts which more impress the mind than 
such as length of days and great strength, 
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which made their subjects mighty men, and 
men of renown. 

It has been suggested that the history ot 
creation was told in a rhythmical form, with 
a refrain after each day's work, which un- 
doubtedly preserved it in the minds of men, 
until it was committed to writing ; and there 
are other passages in the early chapters of 
Genesis said to have a very marked rhythm, 
like the song of Lamech, a truly poetic frag- 
ment. From the very first there were among 
the children of Adam righteous men, who 
walked with God, and at the same time a 
monstrous development of crime, doubtless 
intensified by the youthful vigor and the 
early strength of animal life in the race. 
We can therefore appreciate the motive of 
the Divine dispensation which determined 
that this race of men should be exterminated, 
with the exception of righteous Noah and his 
family, from whom the earth should be again 
repeopled. And here occurs the extraordi- 
nary statement that when God saw the wick- 
edness of man on the earth, "it repented 
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the Lord that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him at his heart." In 
the Book of Numbers, Balaam the prophet 
exclaims indignantly, " God is not a man, that 
he should lie ; neither the son of man, that he 
should repent: hath he said, and shall he 
not do it ? " This passage and many others 
insist upon the immutability of the Divine 
purposes, and the Divine foreknowledge of 
what man will do. How then can Moses, and 
the prophets who composed and edited and 
revised the sacred books, transmitted them 
as the Word of God, — how could they place 
such an account of the repenting of God in 
the sacred record ? Simply for this reason : 
that they were bound to employ the most 
passionate rhetoric, and even extravagant 
expressions, by which they could insist upon 
God's abhorrence of human iniquity, and the 
enormous dangers it involved of extermina- 
tion by the Divine wrath ; and this to a peo- 
ple who were perpetually deifying every vice 
of human nature, and offering a worship to 
their gods which was violence and crime in 
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itself. The language of the Bible is notice- 
ably progressive in its style, and especially 
in its declaration of God. In this it is anal- 
ogous with all true development, — simple at 
first, and then complex, progressive in its, 
manifestation of Divine light and truth, as 
all the influences of civilization are gradual 
in their action, and as all knowledge advances 
among men by degrees. The noblest growth 
of civilization, as well as the surest develop- 
ment of individual character, is progressive. 
Our aggregate humanity has often been 
compared to a single organism in its develop- 
ment. The great scheme of Comte's philos- 
ophy is the homology between the history 
of the race and the individual. And there 
are marked features of this development of 
the race, in lines which are essentially the 
same as the progressive growth of the ideas 
of children ; and in another respect, the his- 
tory of the race most resembles the growth 
of a plant, whose culminating point is the 
production of one perfect flower, in which 
lies the. whole promise of the future of the 
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species. So the history of the race at the 
first, and then of the people of Israel, ad- 
vances in a destined movement toward the 
coming of the Son of God, by whom life and 
immortality are brought to light. Before 
this consummate life is reached, all along 
the course of the ages, appear patriarchs and 
prophets, — righteous men who rise up as 
antitypes of the Son of Man, late in time, 
but the elder brother of us all. 

St. Paul compares believers to one body, 
Christ being the head ; and there is an innu- 
merable procession of witnesses, antitypes, 
forerunners of the Son of God, who was to 
unify the family of man in one glorious com- 
monwealth, holy, living, full of power ; and 
it is therefore with a thrilling interest that, in 
the antediluvian ages, we read of Enoch, who 
walked with God and was translated, show- 
ing that, in that early time, the most intimate 
relation of man with God was manifested. 
And as the doctrine of the Son of God is 
more fully developed in the New Testament, 
we learn that he always was the Jehovah 
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angel, the angel of the covenant, the guide 
of the Israelites in the desert, the fountain 
that refreshed them, their Saviour who healed 
them and instructed them ; and a new mean- 
ing is given to King Solomon's remarkable 
passage on wisdom, " The Lord possessed me 
in the beginning," et seq. (Proverbs viii. 
22-31, inclusive). 
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TUBAL.— THE DELUGE. 

T) EFOKE we pass from the brief record of 
the antediluvians, I wish to notice one 
striking point, and to make a practical sug- 
gestion which is hardly in the immediate 
course, but which need not therefore be con- 
sidered out of place, or at least out of keep- 
ing with any study of the Bible. 

The great longevity of the first men had 
multiplied the family of Adam with extraor- 
dinary rapidity ; and the arts of life appear 
to have made some progress by the time of 
the seventh generation from. Adam. The 
first one mentioned is the making of musical 
instruments by Tubal, the son of Lamech ; 
and the next is the forging of iron and brass 
by his brother, Tubpl Cain. Music first 
elicits these human faculties. There is no 
record, for some ages, of any attempt to es- 
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tablish laws for the protection of property or 
the maintenance of justice, or of any of the 
rights and obligations of men in social life ; 
nor of the initiation of any purely intellectual 
pursuit, like that of astronomical observation, 
or even of the pictured record of history : but 
in the family of Cain and his son Lamech, 
whose song testifies to his fierce character, 
the love of music drew Tubal to invent tune- 
ful instruments ; then the most useful of all 
arts, that of working metals, was developed 
by Tubal Cain, his brother. 

Now the art faculty belongs exclusively to" 
man, though many animals delight in tuneful 
sounds and brilliant colors. Like all the 
mental endowment of humanity, the creative 
power of art, as well as the perceptive fac- 
ulty, is ultimately from God ; and the crea- 
tion of man in the image of God emphasizes 
the respect with which all his normal facul- 
ties should be regarded. The utilitarian ob- 
jection to it, as well as^the ascetic attempt to 
rule it out of human life and thought, should 
be ruled out of court; while, like every gift 
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from God, it should have a consecrated de- 
velopment. 

And now, as men multiplied on the earth, 
in the early youth of the race, without the 
prior traditions of civilization, without es- 
tablished government, without law, with its 
penalties to offenders irrespective of per- 
sons, the wickedness of man was great, and 
the earth was filled with violence. By the 
intermingling of stranger races there were 
giants in those days. The same became 
mighty men of old, # men of renown. And as, 
in the earliest times, might makes right, the 
stronger and fiercer men were dominant. 
When we consider the Divine government 
in the wider views of humanity, wherever 
the oppression of the powerful is carried be- 
yond bounds, the uprising of the oppressed 
will assert the terrible laws of justice that 
have been violated. Or if the demoraliza- 
tion of the people has been too great for the 
energies of freedom to be developed, there 
will come regeneration from the influx of 
healthier and hardier races. But in the ante- 
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diluvian times, the universal corruption de- 
manded a universal judgment, that such a 
state of society should not be perpetuated 
with its crimes. 

Noah was chosen of God to preserve the 
race from extinction, and to carry onward 
the family of man, which, with all its sorrows 
and all its crimes, has borne witness to God, 
in every age, of truth and righteousness, and 
more than all, of redeeming love. 

I have been told that a late English philoso- 
pher said once, that he was so convinced of 
the misery of man and of its hopelessness, 
that if it were in his power to crush the 
human race out of existence in a moment, 
he should feel it his duty to do it, so much 
did he consider humau suffering to exceed 
human happiness. But this is not the ex- 
perience of the Christian believer. St. Paul 
says of us, we are saved by hope: and 
though life, as it goes on for each of us, with 
its griefs and losses, has burdens which are 
heavy to be borne, I think that we all of us 
give hearty thanks for our creation, — and 
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not only as individuals, but for the preserva- 
tion of our general humanity ; and not only 
for the inestimable blessing of our human 
Redeemer, but for the multitude of those 
who came before him and who have followed 
after him, redeeming also the ruin and the 
losses of their race ; and the hope of the 
better things and better times of the future 
is too bright before us for despondency. 

As the history of the Deluge belong*, not 
only to the Hebrew Scriptures, but to the 
world, I think the best way to tell you of its 
general tradition is to make extracts from a 
paper by Francois Lenormant, in the " Contem- 
porary Review" for November, 1879, which 
sums up the whole evidence : " The result of 
this long review, which he has just given, au- 
thorizes us to affirm the story of the Deluge to 
be a universal tradition among all branches of 
the human race ; with one exception, however, 
— of the black. Now, a recollection thus pre- 
cise and concordant cannot be a myth volun- 
tarily invented. No religious or cosmogonic 
myth presents this character of universality. 
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It must arise from the reminiscence of a real 
and terrible event, so powerfully impressing 
the imagination of the first ancestors of our 
race as never to have been forgotten by their 
descendants. This cataclysm must have oc- 
curred near the first cradle of mankind, and 
before the dispersion of the families from 
which the principal races were to spring ; for 
it would be at once improbable and uncritical 
to admit that at as many different points of 
the globe as we should have to assume, in 
order to explain the wide spread of these 
traditions, local phenomena so exactly alike 
should have occurred, their memory having 
assumed an identical form, and presenting 
circumstances that need not necessarily have 
occurred to the mind in such cases. Probably 
the diluvian tradition is not primitive, but im- 
ported, in America ; it undoubtedly wears the 
aspect of an importation among the rare popu- 
lations of the yellow race where it is found ; 
and it is doubtful among the Polynesians 
of Oceanica. There are three great races to 
which it is peculiar, who have not borrowed 
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it from each other, but among whom the tra- 
dition is primitive and goes back to the most 
ancient times ; and these three races are the 
only ones of which the Bible speaks as being 
descended from Noah, those of which it gives 
the ethnic filiation in the tenth chapter of 
Genesis. This observation, which I hold to 
be undeniable, attaches a singular historic and 
exact value to the tradition as recorded by 
the sacred Book. As the case stands, we do 
not hesitate to declare that the Biblical Deluge 
is a real and historic fact, having, to say the 
least, left its impress on the ancestors of the 
three races, — the Aryan or Indo-European, 
Semitic or Syro- Arabian (which included the 
Hebrew), and the Chamitic or Cushite ; that 
is to say, on the three great civilized races of 
the ancient world, those which constitute the 
higher humanity, before the ancestors of those 
races had as yet separated, and in the part 
of Asia they together inhabited." 

I will add that one great difficulty in tra- 
cing the true Deluge history lies in the various 
records of local inundations, or tidal ocean 
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waves, which from time to time and in vari- 
ous places have effected great destruction. 
Nevertheless, judicious critics have decided 
that there are characteristics recorded — such 
as the saving of the one family in a boat or 
ark, the animals taken in, the dove sent out, 
and sometimes the subsequent burnt sacrifice 
offered — to identify this world-wide history, 
found in Mexico and Guatemala as well as 
Europe and Asia. As might be supposed, 
by far the most coincident with Genesis is 
that lately deciphered by George Smith on 
the Assyrian tablets. There are important 
differences, as might be expected from records 
in those early times, coming from nations so 
widely separated as the Chaldeans and Jews, 
though starting from the same origin. Among 
them both, the accounts must have been many 
times copied. The Jews were monotheistic ; 
the Chaldeans and Assyrians had many gods 
and demigods, who appear abundantly in their 
Deluge history : but the points of coincidence 
are enough to identify them as from the same 
source. The cuneiform account does not 
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always agree with the account of Berosus, 
from Chaldean sources. Some of the points 
of agreement gj-e, the Divine command to 
build the ark, the sin of mankind, the seed 
of life to be saved ; and the dimensions of 
the ark vary largely. 

Unquestionably, as the lands lying in the 
neighborhood of the Caspian Sea, the Per- 
sian Gulf, the Mediterranean, and the Eux- 
ine are opened to the researches of ex- 
plorers, we may justly hope that the history 
of the great Deluge may be certified by the 
appearance of tangible facts on the scene 
where it took place, as has so often happened 
in the case of other Scriptures in modern 
times, so that we may speak of a resurrection 
of witnesses to the truth of Scripture from 
the very ground where the facts they record 
took place. But so long as the present gov- 
ernment of the Turks holds sway over the 
countries which once were the seats of the 
most splendid civilizations of the Old World, 
the researches of travellers must be very 
limited, and the inestimable records of the 
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past must chiefly remain in the power of the 
ignorant Moslem; or rather, I should say, 
the history and the wisdom of the early ages 
of mankind, which all the wealth of all 
modern museums were too poor, to buy at 
their real value to the human mind, will lie 
perishing from day to day until they are res- 
cued from the fatal grasp of Islam. 

The name of Ararat in the Bible covered a 
remarkable plateau in the east of Mesopota- 
mia. Two peaks rise superior to the rest of the 
mountain region. The cuneiform text gives 
the name of Nizar as the mountain on which 
the ark rested, east of Assyria, while Ararat 
was to the north. The mountain regioij of 
Ararat rises, as an island, out of a vast 
plain about 6,000 to 7,000 feet above the 
sea level. It is of volcauic origin. Euro- 
peans have given the name of Ararat exclu- 
sively to the mountain called Massis by the 
Armenians, and Kuh-i-Nuh, or Noah's Moun- 
tain, by the Persians. It rises in two peaks, 
seven miles apart, the loftiest 17,260 feet 
above sea level, and about 14,000 above the 
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plain of the Araxes. The smaller mountain 
is 4,000 feet lower. The highest summit is 
covered with perpetual snow for 3,000 feet. 
The Armenian plateau is connected with the 
neighboring seas by the several rivers, — the 
Acampsis with the Euxine, the Araxes with 
the Caspian, and the Tigris and Euphrates 
with the Persian Gulf; the branches of the 
latter also are an outlet to the Mediterranean 
coast. These seas and rivers were the high- 
roads of the early colonizers, and Armenia 
was a true centre for the emigration of man- 
kind to depart from. The vast plains are 
covered with grass, but not with forests ; and 
the severity and length of the winters would 
early prompt men to seek the fertile coun- 
tries at a lower level. It is striking to reflect 
that Ararat is to-day the boundary between 
Eussia, Turkey, and Persia. The climate, 
though severe, is milder than Southern 
Europe at the same level, as the vine ripens 
its fruit 5,000 feet above sea level, while 
south of the Alps its limit is about 2,600 feet. 
As the natural phenomena of the Flood 
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must have been very vast, it has been sug- 
gested that there may have been a sinking of 
the land, and an inundation accompanying it 
from some of the neighboring seas, with a 
gradual subsequent upheaval. The whole 
region is volcanic, and an awful destruction 
of a village and the monastery of St. James 
took place as late as 1840, from the debris 
brought down by an earthquake. The 
clouds of reddish smoke afterward seemed 
to indicate accompanying volcanic action. 

I have tried to give you such facts as show 
the historic character of the narrative, of 
which we may hope for further confirmation 
from future travellers. The expression, 
M The fountains of the great deep were broken 
up," may refer to the sinking of the earth till 
the seas overflowed. Similar phenomena 
have occurred in various places. * The win- 
dows of heaven were opened " by no means 
implies a literal belief. In fact, there is no 
evidence that the Semitic nations looked 
upon the heavens as what has been called a 
revolving dish-cover, as did the Greeks and 
Romans and Moslems. 
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noah's curse of ham and blessing of shem, 
and his predictions concerning his three 

SONS. 

TTTE should not confine our study of the 
Flood to its stupendous natural fea- 
tures or to its most interesting historical 
character, even though as history it has a 
scientific bearing on the questions of race, 
and, as we have seen, can by its traditions, 
more or less coincident, afford a link by which 
to relate even races inhabiting different conti- 
nents. 

As believers, we feel assured that time will 
only reveal new power in these divine books 
that we are studying, and that as knowledge 
is increased, every science that touches on 
these ancient grounds will bring its homage 
to their truth ; but every one of us has a 
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human interest, beyond the scientific and his- 
toric one, in the character of Noah. Taught 
of God, he was found worthy to receive a 
commission by which the human race was to 
be preserved from extermination, and the 
earth was still to know seed-time and har- 
vest, and to nourish from her soil the only 
race which, with all its sorrows and its crimes, 
brings forth its worship, its arts, its science, 
and all those elements of power so well called 
the humanities. We are taught by astrono- 
mers that the moon and the planets can nour- 
ish no living creatures with organization 
similar to our own, and we have no reason 
to believe that there exists any being so 
endowed as man, with conditions of prom- 
ise in the future that give this embryonic 
life of ours a splendor of prophecy that is 
unique. 

" For angels no such love have known 
As ours to tune their song." 

When we think of this race, with its sub- 
lime destiny, in the peril of extinction and of 
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leaving the earth to vegetable and the inferior 
animal life, humanity shows its real value. 
In the last lesson I told you that the catastro- 
, phe of the Flood seemed to be purely natu- 
ral, — that convenient term, unknown to the 
writers of Genesis. The miracle is in the 
warning of Noah, and the astonishing provi- 
dence of God in raising up and endowing a 
man who could live as a preacher of righteous- 
ness, and of the awful event in the future, to 
a wicked world, — a society without faith, 
and intent only on its own self-destroying 
purposes. It is one of those great examples 
of the loneliness which comes sooner or later 
to those who are in any direction appointed 
of God to begin his new works among men. 
The greatest example is him of whom we 
learn that in his extremity they all forsook 
him and fled. And all through the Scriptures 
are these benefactors of mankind, who find 
grace before God to stand by the truth, even 
in the face of an unbelieving and hostile world ; 
and so is it in the course of history, and in 
the lives of saints and martyrs; and so it 
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should be in our lives : though we may not be 
called to confess Christ before an evil genera- 
tion, yet in the most sheltered life there is 
always room for courage and honesty and 
fidelity. Sooner or later every believer must 
learn what it is to stand alone, with God only 
to help. 

Some of you spoke in the last lesson of the 
extraordinary collection of the animals in the 
ark, as if it must have comprised the whole 
zoological kingdom. The command to take 
pairs of the unclean and sevens of the clean, 
I think indicates that the animals were such 
as related to the use of mankind. The el- 
ephant, the horse, the ass, the camel, arq all 
of them unclean, — that is, forbidden for hu- 
man food, — and yet are of the highest value 
to man. All these animals are native to 
Asia, and apparently have emigrated from 
the same centre as man. The horse and 
the ass we know have. The whole question 
bears directly on unsetled scientific problems 
as to the origin and variation of species. 
But if, as seems probable, the Deluge was 
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local, — vast indeed, and without parallel since 
the creation of man, — I see nothing improb- 
able in the history of the preservation of all 
the species important to man — and of even 
more, of many whose companionship and 
presence he loved, like the birds and others 
— in the immense receptacle prepared. The 
commands given need not have included gen- 
era, which, though they existed at first, co- 
eval with man (as is proved by their remains 
found together), disappeared very early, 
while man has survived. 

As usual in all careful study of the Old 
Testament, the temptation is almost over- 
powering to linger over the great questions 
concerning nature and humanity, whose roots 
are buried in the deep places of its history, 
and whose long development through the ages 
is interwoven with, and has never wholly 
left the lines sketched by it; and which 
carry even into the ages to come the proph- 
ecy of Genesis. But I am most anxious to 
reach the history of Abraham, and I shall 
only linger a moment longer on the story, 
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so grand in its history, so childlike in its 
telling, so beautiful in its close : the raven, 
the dove, the olive leaf, the subsidence of the 
waters-, the departure from the ark, the burnt 
sacrifice and its Divine acceptance, the cov- 
enant with man against such future calamity, 
and the lovely appointment of the rainbow, 
the sun's own harbinger of fair weather, as 
the witness. 

But do not let us forget the many-sided 
truth which the Scriptures teach on all their 
varied pages, and in every history there re- 
corded. It is the covenant care of God for 
man, — unlike anything else in nature, or any- 
thing recorded of plant or animal, even with 
all the wonderful design of their structure, — 
it is this which gives the unscientific charac- 
ter to the Bible, in spite of its revelation of 
all the greater points of philosophical truth : 
because its statement — or rather its posi- 
tion — involves the recognition and the dec- 
laration of the power behind nature, greater 
than nature itself; and this is not within the 
field of cosmic science. 
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You must remember the two great dangers 
of extinction which humanity escaped at this 
time : first, the danger by which some races 
have actually perished, or are at this time 
perishing, — of extinction by their vices ; and 
secondly, the danger of being swept away 
by the awful breaking up of the fountains 
of the seas, — the coming of the most disas- 
trous flood of all the many floods known to 
history, solely averted by God's warning and 
command to Noah, and by his obedience, 
doubtless amid the jeers of all the profane 
rabble about him. I have not had time or 
strength, as I hoped, to collect for you some 
notices of the great number of animal species 
that began their career shortly before or co- 
eval with man, but which are now extinct. 
Such are the mammoth of our Southern 
country, the cave bear, the gigantic hyena of 
the Derbyshire caves of England, the hairy 
elephant of Siberia, the oryx of the Roman 
Campagna. Many of the species of terrible 
animals of the later geological ages were lost 
by their want of adaptation to the changed 
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conditions of the earth's surface and climate ; 
but there are vast numbers of well-developed 
and powerful families of man's brute com- 
panions that have fallen by his side in the 
battle of life, while he, of lesser frame, of 
feebler muscle, with his myriad wants and 
woes, with his self-destructive crimes, has 
survived. I ask you, first, to think of a 
chicken, ready to pick up its food as it 
emerges from the shell, already sheltered 
by its down ; or of the kitten, crawling 
about from the first covered with its warm 
fur : and then of a naked human infant, in its 
supreme helplessness. I ask you now if this 
child, with its stupendous inheritance of his- 
tory, of art, of science, of social and political 
life, — above all, of the Christ-born promise 
of immortality, — I ask you to tell me if this 
child ought not to have the right to claim of 
its Maker his covenant care ? Assuredly. By 
every casket in which man ever placed a gem, 
by every temple which the Greek built to 
hold his beautiful gods, by every fireproof 
museum which men are building to-day to 
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hold the precious and beautiful works of art 
of the ages past, we may learn to believe that 
God, who created mau in his own image, also 
planted for him a garden to shelter him 
from the wilderness and its dangers; that 
when his disobedient child had forfeited the 
power to remain there safely (lest he eat of 
the Tree of Life), he still promised him sal- 
vation ; and then, when the whole race was 
sinking into deadly contamination, God se- 
lected Noah to preserve, through his own 
family, the inestimably precious seed of 
humanity in the ark, and with them, all 
the domestic animals necessary to their sus- 
tenance, their convenience, or their delight. 
And when the ark was built, — of the same 
proportions in which men now build their 
clipper ships, — and was pitched within and 
without, and was filled with its destined 
freight, I believe that the Lord of the cove- 
nant shut in his choice and treasured child to 
float safely above the fury of the storm and 
the violence of the seas ; and I believe that 
God remembered Noah and everything that 
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was in the ark, and that he did indeed say to 
him, ee I do set my bow in the clouds for the 
token of a covenant." 

We now pass to the one sin related of the 
great patriarch, — his drunkenness. Perhaps 
it was the first time that the juice of the grape 
had been fermented ; for in countries where 
fruit is very abundant, there is not the same 
fierce desire for fermented liquors as in colder 
climates. 

The disgusting and profane act of Ham is 
followed by the reverent care of Shem and 
Japhet, and by the awaking of Noah, and his 
prophetic curse of Canaan, and his prophetic 
blessing of Shem, and his promise to Japhet. 
This short history has a world-wide impor- 
tance, for many reasons. In the first place : 
is it in keeping with our best conceptions of 
the Divine character, that for a passing act of 
profanity, Noah should curse his son and his 
son's race forever? The reply is, that Ham 
was at this time an old man. In the next 
chapter is given a list of his descendants, 
which we shall cursorily examine. Among 
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them are represented the cities and the peo- 
ples who surpassed all others by their atro- 
cious wickedness. Noah must therefore have 
been long acquainted with the hopeless de- 
pravity of Ham, and of his family generally, 
and in his prophetic anger foretold the judg- 
ments of God which would result. It is far 
the most probable supposition that Noah, the 
preacher of righteousness, must often have 
warned the Hamitic family against their iniqui- 
tous lives, so that this act of Ham's was a con- 
temptible revenge for his father's rebukes, 
especially as he tried to involve Shem and 
Japhet in his shameless sin. It also may have 
required this last insult to rouse Noah to pro- 
nounce sentence on the Hamitic family, — 
placing them forever in subordination, or in 
slavery, to the descendants of Shem and 
Japhet. 

Before we speak of those for whom the 
curse was intended, let us speak of those for 
whom it was not intended. The claim of the 
Southern slaveholder that the African negro 
race represents Canaan, and that therefore, 
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w cursed be Canaan " justified negro slavery in 
Christian times and among a Christian people, 
is wholly unfounded. Its asserted base was 
forever undermined by Him who came to set 
the captive free, to loosen the chains from 
men, to draw the prisoner from the pit, to 
preach the kingdom of Heaven. But be- 
yond the general destruction of slavery in- 
volved by the establishment of Christanity, 
or even without the beneficent limits placed 
upon it by the Levitical law, the planter's 
claim is baseless, because the Canaan cursed 
by Noah is not represented by the negro race. 
When I spoke to you of the prehistoric races, 
I ought to have said that the advocates of 
this theory insist that the historic races 
found the countries which they colonized al- 
ready possessed by a race of lower type, with- 
out the traditions common to the three great 
races who have developed civilization, if not 
uniformly, at least at times in their history ; 
like children who are sometimes good and 
sometimes bad, these races are at different 
times industrious, at other times lazy and 
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worthless. But the prirheval savages have 
never showed any power in themselves, either 
to help themselves, or produce very great men 
who should lead them into nobler living or bind 
them into civilized communities ; such men as 
Moses, as the Persian Cyrus, as the Seven 
Wise Men of Greece, as Scipio Africanus, or 
as the Carthaginian Hannibal, or Julius Caesar, 
or Charlemagne, or King Alfred, never appear 
among them. Nevertheless, whatever theory 
beheldaboutthem, whetherthey be pre- Adam- 
ite or simply exiled tribes of the sons of Adam, 
the duty of the historic races toward them 
isjust as imperative. They have always shown 
the capacity for mixing with our race, — for 
becoming bone of the bone and flesh of the 
flesh of the Adamites by marriage. They are 
therefore our brethren in the flesh, as well as 
brethren by Christ's redemption. We shall 
assuredly be accursed for their sake if we ask 
as Cain did, when the requisition for their 
blood is made, "Am I my brother's keeper?" 
I cannot go into the question further, which 
is still under scientific discussion. 
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VIII. 

THE TOWER OF BABEL, AND THE 
CONFUSION OF TONGUES. 

THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

IT came to pass that the descendants of 
Noah, as they multiplied in the mountain 
regions of Ararat, would soon learn of the 
fertile diluvial plains in the neighborhood of 
the Euphrates ; and emigrating thither, in 
one immense body, they accordingly settled 
themselves in the Plain of Shinar. The 
marginal reading of "from the East " is w east- 
ward " ; and no region could be more attrac- 
tive, from its fertility or its manifold adapta- 
tion to a large population. Let us observe 
that there is absolutely no chronology, so 
called, in the early pages of Genesis ; while, 
at the same time, the succession of families and 
races is recorded with great care. More- 
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over, the fact of descent is sufficient to enti- 
tle the individual to be called the son of an 
ancestor many generations back. The spe- 
cific names of relations, such as uncle, aunt, 
nephew, niece, grandparent, and grandchild, 
were unknown among the Hebrews; father 
and son and brother being often used to 
cover relationships that as yet were undistin- 
guished by name, and if defined, it was to be 
done by circumlocution. Thus you perceive 
that unnoted generations must have passed 
between Cush and his son Nimrod. As 
Nimrod was not only a mighty hunter,* but 
built several cities, the human family must 
have multiplied enormously ; and the cities 
he founded must have showed a rapid devel- 
opment of the arts of life from the first. 
The extraordinary richness of the Plain of 
Shinar, its abundant clay for brick-making, 
its slime for mortar, were so convenient 
that the race doubtless long remained clus- 
tered upon it. As they had as yet no lit- 
erature, their dialects were fluctuating and 
rapidly changing, as are those of savages inr 
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variably. They must have segregated some- 
what into families and tribes, while they were 
under patriarchal government, like the Arabs 
at the present time. Perhaps it was finding 
that they were getting estranged into several 
groups that first started the idea of one great 
central tower and city, around which they 
should forever cluster for defence, and for 
the assertion of their power throughout all 
time. But the earth remained to be peopled. 
This great movement was too late to restrain 
the human family within this bound. As 
dialects became more marked among them, 
family and race antipathies developed ; and 
the germinating nations scattered abroad to 
seek new homes, and to people the earth, 
according to the primal command. I can- 
not see that there was anything necessarily 
miraculous in the confusion of tongues at 
Babel, or at least anything more than the 
special acceleration of a development of 
tongues that must eventually take place 
among primitive peoples already segregated 
into tribes, just as occurs to-day among 
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American Indians or African savages. It is 
law, letters, community of worship, and, in 
a lower way, commerce, that make languages 
permanent. Without these they shift from 
generation to generation. 

That the dispersion from the Plain of Shinar 
was a blessing to the race is unquestionable ; 
as -well as the fact that the variety of lan- 
guages have been a powerful stimulus to 
human thought, enriching its growth in more 
ways than can be told, may not be ques- 
tioned ; nor can it be doubted that it was fully 
purposed by God, when he placed men in 
families, and called them to found nations. 
With the divine and infinite tenderness for 
humanity, he did not leave the great families 
to be confounded together in one deteriorat- 
ing mass, but he drew off the family of Ca- 
naan, with its corrupting influence, to the 
northeast, and the several groups of Shem 
and Japhet into lands whose very soil they 
made illustrious by their arts, their deeds, 
and their history ; while the* other sons of 
Ham developed the splendid civilizations of 
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Nineveh, of Babylon, of Egypt, and of 
Ethiopia. 

And now the witnesses to the central facts 
of this epitome, contained in these early chap- 
ters of Genesis, are coming forward in terra- 
cotta tablets, ruined cities, inscribed bricks, 
etc., and we learn better how to read these 
first precious fragments of the world's history, 
and to understand that they are only the 
widest' and broadest outlines of the succes- 
sive stages of the infancy and childhood of 
nations. And God's divine intention for 
them in scattering them abroad to form 
many civilizations more or less conglomer- 
ate, instead of one great incoherent one in 
the Plain of Shinar f seems to me to be told 
in the history of the Tower of Babel, with 
the picturesque and significant simplicity 
which the earliest records of mankind inva- 
riably show ; but unlike the histories of other 
nations, the Hebrew sees only the one God, 
— the loving, the correcting, the pitying, the 
judging God, — forever directing the whole 
development of humanity. 
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I must now speak of the extraordinary 
ruins of the immense building in the Plain 
of Shinar which is supposed to be the origi- 
nal of the Tower of Babel, subsequently 
built upon by Nebuchadnezzar. There are 
the remains of the great temple of Bel, among 
the ruins of Babvlon, which has been thought 
to be the original of Babel. But Sir Henry 
Rawlinson, whose authority is of the highest, 
is confirmed by George Smith, whose re- 
searches are still later. Both concur in the 
view that Birs Nimroud is the original tower. 
I will give you some description of it. 

It rises a few miles from the ruins of Bab- 
ylon. It is a vast mound, the dust of ages 
having accumulated around it somewhat 
irregularly. Sir Henry Kawlinson discov- 
ered by excavation that the tower consisted 
of seven stages of brick-work on an earthen 
platform, each stage being of a different color. 
The temple was devoted to the seven planets. 
The height of the earthen platform was not 
ascertained. The first stage, which was 
square, was 272 feet each way and 26 feet 
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high, the bricks blackened with bitumen. 
This stage is supposed to be devoted to the 
planet Saturn. The second stage was a square 
of 230 feet, and 26 feet high, faced with 
orange-colored bricks, supposed to be de- 
voted to Jupiter. The third stage, 188 feet 
square, 26 feet high, faced with red bricks, 
supposed^ to be devoted to the planet Mars. 
The fourth stage, 146 feet square and 15 feet 
high, was probably devoted to the sun, and 
is supposed by Sir Henry Rawlinson to have 
been plated with gold. The fifth stage is 
supposed to have been 104, the sixth 62, and 
the seventh 20 feet square ; but the top was 
too ruinous to decide. These stages were 
probably devoted to Venus, Mercury, and 
the moon. Each stage was set 30 feet from 
the front and 12 from the back of the stage 
on which it rested. It rises at present 154 
feet above the level of the plain, and is the 
most imposing pile in the whole country. 
The top stages were built by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

You see that the .whole of it was planned 
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with relation to astronomical idea?, and doubt- 
less was founded with some scheme for the 
establishment of a stupendous worship of the 
heavenly bodies. Almost all ancient temples 
are more or less constructed with relations to 
the sun, moon, and stars, and their times 
and seasons ; like Stonehenge, the Parthenon, 
and the Pyramids. Hence we see the power- 
ful emphasis given in the creation recital of 
Genesis to the subordinate position of the 
heavenly bodies as created and derived, — not 
powers in themselves, — also to their use to 
man as timekeepers. The scattering of the na- 
tions broke up the audacious idolatry which 
they were about to establish, and which, if it 
had dominated from one centre over the whole 
race, would have been subversive to all free- 
dom and progress of thought. 

For the same reason we see that the Church 
of Rome is the most dangerous spiritual power 
that has ever existed, for her claims cover 
the whole world. A national church, when it 
becomes corrupt, or a branch or a party in 
the church which disguises or departs from 
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Christian truth, may have a limited power 
of mischief; but it "is an apostate universal 
church whose power is truly alarming, be- 
cause it seeks universal dominion. 

The researches at Babylon and Birs Nim- 
roud and the neighborhood are now going on, 
and one of the latest papers contains the no- 
tice of further interesting discoveries. In a 
few years we may hope that the great terra- 
cotta libraries of these ancient nations will 
yield up their histories to modern scholars. 
But before we leave these early pages of 
Genesis, I beg you to think once .and again of 
the extraordinary value they are to human 
thought, even at this day. We do not now 
need to be told, like the ancient nations, that 
the earth, the sun, moon, and stars are not 
divinities, and have no power to help their 
worshippers. But never was there greater 
need than to-day that we should be taught of 
the infinite care of God for man, of the Ines- 
timable value of human life, of the Divine 
teaching which was necessaiy to man, and 
that it should be given in the most definite 
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and emphatic way to break him off from his 
wickedness and to lead him to nobler thoughts 
and righteous purposes; and of the Divine 
judgments, by which the strength of human 
wickedness should be broken from time to 
time, that a new uprising of righteousness 
and peace might begin among men. And 
then, as these new discoveries come to light, 
showing that these Genesis stories, notwith- 
standing their frequent puerility of expres- 
sion, with a condensation 1;hat often makes 
them a mere epitome of centuries of history, 
nevertheless contain the true outlines of the 
earliest ages of humanity, I hope you will 
see their immeasurable value to thought. I 
believe that the time is coming when not only 
the scoffer will be silenced, but those Chris- 
tians, who have slighted these early records, 
will learn their inestimable value and their 
essential truth. 

For myself, I am ready to confess that I 
coidd not form a just estim ite of Christianity 
without its Hebrew forerunner and founda- 
tion ; and I could not appreciate the blessing 
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of the covenant with Abraham without being 
taught by the earlier histories all the way 
from Eden. We should all remember the 
rock from which we are hewed; and these 
records of the beginnings of our race have 
lessons for us that can never grow old. Not 
only do these lessons teach us of God and his 
righteousness, but as secular histories their 
value is only beginning to be appreciated. 
The short notice of Nimrod, and the cities 
built by him, is expanding under recent dis- 
coveries ; and the explorers are bringing forth 
the facts to show that probably, under another 
name, Nimrod, the mighty hunter, was one of 
the greatest monarchs in history, — one who 
overthrew tyranny, established and developed 
civilization, and built the great cities, as re- 
corded in Genesis : so that those authors 
who have treated these early records as fables 
— still more those who have spoken of them 
with contempt — are proved to have over- 
looked invaluable documents of history. If 
their style be indeed simple, and wanting in 
scientific accuracy and culture, it is incoin- 
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parably purer than any contemporary records, 
such as are now obtained from several sources. 
And I do not hesitate to say the internal evi- 
dence of the truth of Genesis is brought forth 
by every comparison with the early literature 
of other peoples, deformed as those almost 
invariably are by confused and confusing ac- 
tion of gods and goddesses, and by disgusting 
and ridiculous myths. 

The call of Abraham, and his departure 
from Ur of the Chaldees, is one of the turn- 
ing-points in the world's history. His obedi- 
ence to God in leaving the culture and splen- 
dor of urban life, and his going into a long 
exile, chiefly spent among pastoral people of 
inferior race and culture to his own, is a fact 
upon which was based the covenant by which 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed. 

Ur of the Chaldees must have been, at 
the time of Abraham's departure, a city of 
great splendor. It was distinguished among 
the Babylonian provinces as a sacred city. 
Urukh, king of Ur, was a literary monarch, 
and collected a terra-cotta library. He also 
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built a vast temple to the mopn god. As 
Ur gradually decayed, other cities- growing 
more prominent and powerful, it was still 
regarded as sacred, and became a vast cem- 
etery for the neighboring cities. The oldest 
documents it contained are placed by George 
Smith about 2000 years B. C. They rep- 
resented traditions of still earlier date. The 
period of the splendor of Babylonian power 
and literature probably lasted from 2000 to 
1500 B. C, — about the period from Abraham 
to Moses. Some writers place Urukh much 
further back in history. At any rate, Ur was 
one of several independent Babylonian cities, 
afterwards swallowed up in the empire. Bab- 
ylon, in its turn, was conquered by the As- 
syrians, and its vast literary treasures of its 
own,, of the Chaldean Ur, and of Akhad, 
either copied or transported to Nineveh and 
placed in his immense library by Assurbani- 
pal, the Sardanapalus of the Greeks ; and it is 
this library which is being explored by Eng- 
lish research. 

I have gone into this sketch to show you 
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that the idea put forward that Abraham was 
a character something like a Bedouin is ut- 
terly unfounded. By birth and training he 
was a citizen of the most learned city in the 
known world; apparently a man of great 
wealth, as afterwards it is said the man Abra- 
ham was very rich. His urbanity and nobil- 
ity of demeanor I shall speak of later. To 
him the sacrifice of leaving the magnificent 
city, with its culture (poisoned as it was 
with idolatrous worship), must have been 
very great. Henceforth he was to dwell in 
tents, a stranger even in the land promised 
to his generations forever. But for all this, 
God had said to him, " I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward." 
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THE CALL OF ABRAHAM. 

fTHE departure of Abraham from Ur was 
-* made with his father Terah, his brother Na- 
hor, and Lot. Terah is spoken of in the Book 
of Joshua (xiv. 2) as worshipping other gods. 
We are not told the motive of Terah's migra- 
tion ; but in the fifteenth chapter, God an- 
nounced himself to Abraham, in a vision, as 
the Lord, who had brought him out of Ur of 
the Chaldees, to give him the land of Canaan 
to inhabit it. In the previous chapter, Terah 
is spoken of as taking Abraham his son, with 
Lot, the son of his son Haran, who had died 
in Ur, and departing to Haran, which is on 
the way to Palestine ; but the first recorded 
call of Abraham by God was after the death of 
his father at Haran, when he was bidden to 
leave his father's house, his kindred, and his 
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country, thus separating himself absolutely 
from his idolatrous relatives. His first move 
was to Sichem, afterwards Sheehem, now Na- 
blous, a fertile intervale between Mount Ebal 
and Mount Gerizim, inhabited by the Ca- 
naanites, those descendants of Ham, whose 
subsequent history, so far as known, uniformly 
justified the awful sentence pronounced on 
them by the patriarch Noah. There are tra- 
ditions current in the East that Abraham 
either built Damascus, or that he reigned 
there as king. The only mention of Damascus 
in the Book of Genesis is in connection with 
Abraham's steward, Eliezer of Damascus. 
The locality of Ur is generally considered to 
be on the fertile plains near the Persian Gulf, 
and still nearer the Euphrates. From the 
appearance of the country it is thought that 
the sea has receded, and that at one time it 
was a maritime city. It may have been a 
plan of Terah's to go to the north to found a 
new city, and he may have settled at Haran 
for that purpose. But it was only after his 
death that the various communications of God 
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to Abraham took place, according to the record 
of Genesis. The Oaks of Moreh, according 
to the best translation, were Abraham's first 
shelter and place of repose in the prom- 
ised land; and there. the Lord appeared to 
him and renewed the promise, and there 
Abraham built an altar, and for the first time 
established the worship of the Most High in 
the country which was afterwards to be the 
ground on which it was maintained in the face 
of the universal corruption and idolatry of 
the nations, until Christianity should rise from 
its soil and carry the knowledge of God to 
the ends of the earth. 

The life of Abraham is so great an event, 
and has so many aspects in history, and is so 
many-sided in itself, that I hardly know how 
to begin to speak of it. But the first and 
greatest is his spiritual position as the father 
of the faithful. 

One of the great unsettled questions of 
philosophy and history is the origin of 
monotheism. It is easy to show that the 
human mind ought to be sufficiently rational, 
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and to have its intelligence so clear and active, 
that it should always discern the unity and the 
universality of that Power who is the Author 
of all things. But all the early history of 
mankind testifies to the contrary. That there 
were here and there among the nations a few 
wise men who were worshippers of the true 
God, priests of the Most High, is the testi- 
mony of the Scriptures ; and that the phi- 
losophers and a few rare thinkers reached this 
great spiritual truth independently may be 
possible : but it is to be remembered that the 
Hebrews and their worship were early known 
among Oriental nations, that the several patri- 
archs resided on friendly terms in Egypt, and 
that the Septuagint version of the Old Testa- 
ment was widely dispersed among the classic 
peoples. Now, the Old Testament, from begin- 
ning to end, asserts that the revelation of 
the one God came as a direct and special 
communication, and can only be considered 
by us as a Divine message and inspiration if 
we accept the Hebrew writings in their integ- 
rity. 
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The universal testimony of all ancient monu- 
ments — from the Egyptian Sphinx, from 
the temple to the moon god at Ur, from the 
Tower of Babel, from every Babylonian and 
Assyrian cylinder and tablet — is that idol- 
atry was without exception the practice of 
every family of man. Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, was sprung from a family of 
idolaters; and all along the record of the 
patriarchal family the half-extinguished idol- 
atries spring up again. The fact that from 
Abraham have come the great monotheistic 
nations of the Hebrews and the Arabs, 
and hence the three monotheistic religions, 
— the Jewish, the Christian, and the Moham- 
medan, — should not lead us to forget the 
extreme difficulty with which monotheism 
was planted and upheld in his race. The 
philosophy which regards one nation as mono- 
theistic, and others as polytheistic, by nature, 
seems to me to be contrary to the teaching of 
the Scriptures, as well as all early records. 
Abraham was an exceptional man, who, by 
the long and peculiar favor of God, attained 
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and maintained his faith in the midst of the 
most unfavorable surroundings, and by the 
life sacrifice of home and country. By faith 
he led the life of an exile, and thus estab- 
lished and maintained a patriarchal worship, 
pure and unde filed, until his race was estab- 
lished, as the people of Jehovah, in the land 
in which he was so long a stranger. 

That monotheism, and the institutions es- 
tablished to preserve it, made the Jews a 
peculiar people and separated them from kin- 
dred nations, is unquestionable ; but that 
their worship was a thing inherited with the 
blood of Abraham is contradicted by the fact 
that several of the nations who claim him as 
their father were rank idolaters. 'It is by 
God's covenant with Abraham, by his cove- 
nant care of the people who maintained true 
worship, and thus prepared the way for Christ, 
and it is by the Divine precept through all 
the generations of man, that an effectual, pow- 
erful faith in God is generated in the heart of 
man ; a faith lhat can inspire the holy and 
glorious hopes given in the Scriptures, that 
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can build upon those great and precious prom- 
ises by which we become partakers of the 
Divine nature, and that can give us a vision 
of the future of humanity, which is the fulfil- 
ment of the covenaut with Abraham, that in 
his seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed. 

Apparently, Abraham soon left the Oaks of 
Moreh. The Canaanite was in the land ; not 
only may it have been difficult to have lived 
peaceably with them, but Abraham must have 
wished to withdraw his fkinily from their cor- 
rupting influence. He then moved to a 
mountain on the east of Bethel, and there 
built an altar to God, and called upon the 
name of the Lord. This spot became, not 
long after, the scene of Jacob's vision, when 
alone in his flight from his father's house, 
self-exiled by his fraud in obtaining his birth- 
right. 

But the country was so largely desert, the 
fertile valleys and plains being occupied by 
alien nations, that Abraham, with his immense 
flocks and herds, was compelled to migrate 
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to the south, and now made his first visit to 
Egypt. 

The character of the country in Syria is 
extraordinarily different from the lands with 
which we are most familiar. It is either a 
garden or a desert. The abrupt mountain 
ranges are entirely bare of trees. Vast 
shingly plains, covered with flint stones, 
are without vegetation, except a few desert 
weeds or a rare wild flower. But scattered 
through the land are intervales of extraordi- 
nary fertility ; plains where wheat produces 
a hundred-fold ; valleys and glens filled with 
the pomegranate, the oleander, arid the citron ; 
orchards like those of Jaffa, which are of 
unsurpassed size and richness. The heats of 
summer and the frosts of winter are tempered 
• by the breezes from the Mediterranean, and on 
its varied surface may be found places with 
all possible beauty and fertility, by the side 
of desolate hills and inhospitable desert. 
The famine prevailing in the land compelled 
Abraham to leave his mountain altar and home, 
and travel to the south with his flocks and 
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his numerous tribe. He went down to Egypt, 
and was cordially received by its king. At 
this time Memphis was the capital of lower 
Egypt ; and from the descriptions of Herodo- 
tus, and, 400 years later, of Diodoras, must 
have been a city of extraordinary size and 
magnificence. Its tradition carried it back 
to Menes, the- founder of Egyptian civiliza- 
tion. It is now utterly ruined ; a few mounds 
only remain to mark the site. Shortly be- 
fore the Christian era the city was still large 
and populous, but the palaces on the heights 
were in ruins. It is supposed that the Hyk- 
sos, or shepherd kings, were reigning in 
Egypt at the time of Abraham's visit. Among 
the innumerable Oriental traditions about 
Abraham is one that he taught the knowledge 
of mathematics to the Egyptians. Coming as 
he did from Ur, whence the tradition of their 
studies in mathematics and other sciences is 
preserved by the tablets in Babylonian and 
Assyrian libraries, Abraham may easily have 
conveyed to the Egyptian king some further 
learning that had been acquired in his native 
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city. Unquestionably, these early civiliza- 
tions had a powerful influence and stimulus 
on each other. The modern opinion is that 
alphabetical writing was derived from the 
Phoenicians; after the Hyksos were expelled 
from Egypt, they having advanced to its in- 
vention from their acquaintance with Egyp- 
tian hieroglyphs. Abraham might easily have 
become acquainted with the Egyptian forms 
of writing, as well as the cuneiform charac- 
ters used by the Babylonians ; and as he was 
constantly stimulated by the Divine promises 
and covenauts to anticipate the great nation 
who should convey to all the earth his cov- 
enant of blessing, he would undoubtedly per- 
petuate the histories he possessed. I dwell on 
this for many reasons. It seems to me that the 
disposition in historians to undervalue and 
underrate the culture, not only of the patri- 
archs themselves, but of the times of the patri- 
archs, is to be corrected by the study of the 
contemporary records, which are now coming 
to light after being buried for several thou- 
sand years. 
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But long before a brick had beeu uncov- 
ered at Ur or Babylon or Nineveh, Herod- 
otus had described the advanced civilization 
of the Babylonians, and the magnificence and 
extent of Babylon ; also of the greatness and 
intellectual development of Egypt. Now, it 
is against all probability that Abraham, who is 
represented in Genesis as possessing a multi- 
tude of servants, — among them three hun- 
dred and eighteen men-at-arms, born in his 
house, — also great flocks of cattle of several 
kinds, and being rich in silver and gold, and 
having come with his father from a highly 
civilized and lettered nation, could in any 
respect be compared with the Bedouin sheiks 
who roam over the Asiatic pastures in sum- 
mer and deserts in winter, and who make 
themselves alike the terror of unprotected 
travellers and the scourge of the settled 
inhabitants of the countries in their vicin- 
ity. In a few of the external features 
of the pastoral life of Abraham after his 
call, and after his willing and obedient ex- 
ile, there is a resemblance ; but this resem- 
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blance is wholly superficial, and is, I think, 
extremely misleading if we try to identify 
the type of the wild and barbarous sheik of 
our day with the grand figure and urbane 
presence of that father of nations, in whose 
seed all the nations of the earth are blessed. 

The occasion of Abraham's departure from 
Egypt was one of those rare frailties which 
appear in the lives of great and noble and 
brave men. These weaknesses appear doubly 
conspicuous, from the usual pure- and lofty 
tone of their lives. We must remember the 
perilous situation even of en&- o£ the minor 
princes in those ages, when entering a foreign 
kingdom, ruled by a despotic monarch sur- 
rounded by courtiers and; flatterers, and sup- 
ported by powerful military farces. For, 
great and dignified as Abraham -appears in his 
dealings with the king of; Sodom, when he 
refuses any part of the spoil taken in the 
defeat of the kings, not being willing to stand 
in the position of a, mercenary soldier ; or as 
in his purchas&of the cave of Machpelah from 
the children of Heth* which; he would not 
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accept as a gift, but chose to purchase : 
when he fiuds himself in the power of the 
Pharaoh, he quails at the danger into which the 
possession of a beautiful wife would bring 
him, and he resolves upon a subterfuge. On 
the second occasion, when Abimelech, king 
of Gerar, would take his wife, and he in like 
manner conceals the facts, he justifies himself, 
when reproached by Abimelech for opening 
the way for him to fall into grievous sin, 
through ignorance of Sarah's true relation, — 
Abraham attempts to justify himself on the 
ground that Sarah, although she was not his 
full sister by both parents, was the daughter 
of his father. These marriages within the 
degrees of kindred, forbidden with special 
and elaborate care by the law of Moses, 
were common among the early nations, es- 
pecially the Egyptians and Persians. The 
marriages of the kings with their sisters were 
prescriptive. We do not sufficiently realize 
how large a part of the morals of modern 
civilization is the outcome from the Divine 
inspiration of prophets and lawgivers. So 
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many of the greater truths of human life and 
laws of conduct are profoundly rational that 
they command our assent as soon as they 
are made known to us, and we come to think 
that they are innate. We receive them when 
we are children ; the conviction of their truth 
grows with our growth and strengthens with 
our strength, until it seems impossible that 
men should worship any gods but the Most 
High, should believe in any but the univer- 
sal, all-pervading Power that created all 
worlds. On the other hand, when we have 
been trained in the decencies of Christian life, 
and have been taught from the first the invio- 
lable sanctity of family ties, it is difficult to 
believe that the human race, in any or all of 
its branches, could ever have been lost to 
reason and uprightness in a lawless animal 
existence, debasing alike to human life and 
thought. But such is the record of history. 



Digitized by 



Google 



X. 



ABRAHAM'S RETURN FROM EGYPT.— 
LOT. — BATTLE WITH THE FOUR 
KINGS. — MELCHIZEDEK. 

A BRAHAM'S deception, with regard to 
Sarah, of the monarch who had hospitably 
received him, and who in this matter, being 
warned by God, showed himself the more just, 
naturally resulted in Abraham's being sent 
away from the fertile plains of Egypt. Tak- 
ing Lot with him and moving to the north, 
he reached the mountain Bethel. In his 
homeless life, he turned again to the altar 
which had consecrated a temporary station in 
the land promised to his descendants forever. 
The country was still in possession of alien 
races, and to the close of his life he dwelt as 
a stranger and a sojourner in the land of 
promise. That this condition, to a man of 
Abraham's training and character, must often 
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have been a severe trial, is probable ; and it is 
evident that he would have several times have 
willingly planted himself, as he did for a long 
period at Mamre. His seeking the court of 
Egypt, and remaining there as a guest, is abso- 
lutely contrary to the .Bedouin instinct. A 
most interesting feature in early civilization 
is the instituting of the family by the altar, 
as is the founding of a city by building a 
temple for worship. All that was possible 
for Abraham, in the pastoral life to which 
he was dedicated, was to build a simple altar 
of stones for his family worship, or as after- 
ward in Beersheba, where he digged a well 
and sojourned many days, he planted a 
grove and called upon the name of the ever- 
lasting God. He may have longed at times, 
like other princes, to build a permanent house 
of God, and establish the rites of a magnifi- 
cent worship, which his great wealth would 
have enabled him to do. But Abraham was 
called to realize a great spiritual type of char- 
acter, rare in every age, beneficent whenever 
it appears, and still shedding its light across 
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many centuries. We realize the stimulating 
power which the example of great warriors 
has upon the ages which follow their desolat- 
ing career. The fiery ambition of a dead 
conqueror continues to inspire his successors 
with the lust of conquest. The unscrupulous 
proceeding of one great monarch, in founding 
a new city at the cost of the lives and the 
exile of the helpless people, and the destruc- 
tion of many homes, becomes a common type 
of an energetic ruler in early ages. 

But a great, wealthy prince, guiltless of 
any act of spoliation, without the indulgence 
of any selfish ambition, — contenting the long- 
ing of his soul for worship with the simple 
altar built of stones gathered on the spot, 
and yet ever believing that the worship of 
the God who had chosen him would last 
forever, while the magnificent idol worship 
would pass away, as a thing that had never 
been, — this example is a memory which has 
entered into the ages as a permanent factor 
in human thoughts. 

Lot had accompanied him to Egypt and 
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returned with him to Bethel. The immense 
flocks and herds of the two kinsmen could 
not find sufficient support in the land, cur- 
tailed as it was by the presence of the Ca- 
naanites and Perizzites. Their herdsmen 
strove together. Abraham asked that peace 
should be secured by their separation on the 
land that was not able to bear them both 
together. The Divine promise had already 
been given to Abraham that his seed should 
finally possess the whole region ; but with 
the nobility and generosity that distinguished 
him, he asks Lot to choose his dwelling 
place. He sees no loss of dignity in waiving 
every right of precedence, and every advan- 
tage of choice, in favor of his younger friend ; 
and is thus an undying example to each of 
us, of disinterestedness and of gentle breed- 
ing. 

Lot greedily chose for himself the rich 
plain of the Jordan, well watered and -pro- 
ductive; described by writers as like the 
delta of the Nile, and the garden of the Lord. 
From the mouutaiu-side be could survey the 
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country lying at the bottom of a deep valley 
dotted with wealthy cities, being on the im- 
mense plain between the mountains of Moab 
and the heights on the west of Jordan. 

The formation of the country is extraordi- 
nary. To-day the river Jordan rushes down 
from the north, a rapid torrent, crossing the 
plain, bounded on each side by mountains, till 
it empties itself into the Dead Sea, from which 
there is no outlet. The level of this remark- 
able sheet of water is 1,312 feet below the 
level of the Mediterranean, which is about 
thirty miles distant. The evaporation is so 
great, lying as it does in this deep hollow 
surrounded by desert mountains, that the 
constant influx of the waters of the Jordan 
does not raise its level, nor does it freshen its 
waters, so heavily loaded with salt that no 
fish can live in them nor vegetation flourish 
on its banks. The whole region is volcanic. 
Most of the plain is stony, with here and there 
patches of rich verdure ; and near one of the 
wretched huts of its few inhabitants I saw 
growing the most luxuriant fig-tree and grape- 
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vine I had ever met with. The wall of pale- 
blue mountains and the wide sheet of light- 
blue water contrast with the tawny sands and 
the deep green of the forest growth along the 
bank of the Jordan, and there is extraor- 
dinary sublimity in the desolate aspect of 
the landscape. Beneath that sea are sup- 
posed to lie the cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, destroyed by the tremendous catastrophe 
described in Genesis. When Lot beheld 
them, they were rich and flourishing in a 
luxuriant land ; and Lot, regardless of the 
wickedness of the inhabitants, and of the 
frightful danger to his family from their 
association, pitched his tent toward Soddtn. 
From this fatal choice the disasters of his 
later life followed : his share in the calamities 
which befell Sodom ; the corruption and ruin 
of his family ; and his escape from the de- 
struction of the guilty city, to close his 
deplorable history in exile at Zoar. 

After Lot's departure with his family and 
possessions, Abraham is called by Jehovnh to 
survey the land east and west and north and 
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south, and to walk through the length and 
breadth of it, for it should be given to him 
and to his seed forever. Thus the promise was 
renewed with greater fulness than at first. 

The fourteenth chapter contains the account 
of the attack of Chedorlaomer, with the three 
tributary kings, upon the five kings, who, 
having been subjected by him for twelve years, 
at last rebelled. He came apparently from 
the Plain of Shinar, and began a raid through 
the country from the Babylonian plains all the 
way to the north and east as far as Damascus, 
carrying away captives and spoil from the 
rich and populous country. One of the very 
interesting discoveries of Sir Henry Rawlin- 
son is a name on the bricks of a Chaldean 
city which nearly corresponds to that of 
Chedorlaomer, to which is added the title 
of w Ravager of the West." This indicates 
that explorers may expect to identify these 
ancient monarchs and their cities, thus curso- 
rily noticed in Genesis, Arabian traditions 
also exist of a conqueror bearing no incon- 
siderable resemblance to the Chedorlaomer of 
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the Scripture narrative. These contemporary 
records from independent sources are of pe- 
culiar value as showing the historic character 
of the early Scriptures. The three kings, 
in league with Chedorlaomer, joined in the 
attack upon the whole country, including 
Edom and Mount Seir. The kings of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, with three neighboring kings, 
went out to oppose them, but were defeated 
and fled, leaving great spoil to the victors. 

Abraham had gone to Hebron after his sur- 
vey of the whole land, and there he dwelt 
many years. He had confederated himself 
with the three princes of the country, — 
Mamre, Eshcol, and Aner, — whose fertile 
lands were on the border of the desert ; and 
their alliance was apparently for mutual de- 
fence and aid, for immediately afterward, 
we are told, they accompanied Abraham when 
he went to the rescue of Lot. 

When one of the fugitives came to tell 
Abraham that Lot and his family had been car- 
ried away captive in the train of the con- 
queror, he armed his band of three hundred 
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and eighteen trained men, and assenjbling his 
confederates, followed the spoiler far to the 
north. Overtaking them and their booty, he 
surprised them in the night, smote and de- 
feated them, rescuing Lot and the other cap- 
tives and taking great spoil. The king of 
Sodom had fallen in the slime pits, and es- 
caped capture in this way. When Abraham 
returned from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, 
the king of Sodom urged him to keep his 
share of the booty, but Abraham refused, giv- 
ing as his reason that he would not have it 
said he was thus enriched, being no mercenary 
soldier; but he allowed his allies — Mamre, 
Aner, and Eshcol — to take their share. He 
had thus showed himself a bold and skilful 
leader, and had been able to command and 
retain the services of his allies until he had 
rescued his kinsman and destroyed the invad- 
ing armies. His noble character appears in 
refusing all recompense from the grateful 
king of Sodom. The temptations of this 
victory had no influence on his life, for we 
never hear again of any military expedition 
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undertaken by him ; and he stands before us 
in history as a rare example of a successful 
warrior unspoiled by unscrupulous ambition. 
On his return he was met by Melchizedek, 
king of Salem, and priest of the Most High 
God, who brought forth bread and wine. 
And Abraham gave Melchizedek tithes of all, 
thus paying the customary tribute to the king 
of the country through which he was leading 
his band. 

Among the various positions assigned to 
Salem by different writers, a very natural one 
is that given by Jewish authorities, — Jerusa- 
lem. This would have lain in Abraham's route 
as he descended from the north toward He- 
bron. Nevertheless, Dean Stanley, one of 
the highest authorities, prefers the Gentile 
tradition, which places it on Mount Gerizim. 

The interest and significance of this meet- 
ing are immeasurably enhanced by the notices 
of Melchizedek in the later Scriptures. The 
beautiful Messianic Psalm (ex.) asserts of 
the Messiah, " Thou art a priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek." The theme is 
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taken up and more elaborately developed by 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, in 
the fifth and seventh chapters. The type of 
royal priesthood is also presented by St. 
Peter, St. John, and St. Paul, as the glo- 
rious calling of the believer, and the final 
consummation of our immortal existence. 

I cannot here speak of the priestly offices 
of sacrifice and intercession except cursorily, 
although there is no inquiry into social and 
national life which is more interesting in its 
simplest and most evident form; and must 
accept the expositions of St. Paul as a rhetori- 
cal statement of great and important general 
truths to be deduced, which we will examine 
presently. First, as to the locality of Salem. 
The meaning of the Hebrew word is " peace," . 
and this, with Melchizedek's own name, makes 
" king of righteousness and peace," so that the 
impression has been received by some writers 
of a purely typical character. But at that time 
all proper names were significant of charac- 
ter. The Jews believe that Salem was the 
original ground of Jerusalem, and the posi- 
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tion would not have been out of the way of 
the return of Abraham from the north. The 
natural supposition would be that Melchize- 
dek was a Canaanitish king, as the land still 
belonged to the Canaanites. He was a priest 
of the Most High God, and bestows a pro- 
phetic blessing upon Abraham. 

Now, in the history of the Divine covenants 
with man, it is striking to observe that multi- 
tudes fall aside and back from the pure faith 
and righteous living to which all are called who 
would inherit God's promises. Whatever fail- 
ures the people of God make in keeping the 
Divine commandments, they constantly strive 
after faithful obedience and faithful trust in 
the Divine love and help ; but the multitude 
forget the Most High, who is invisible, and 
despise such of his laws as are not immedi- 
ately vindicated by penalties following. Hence 
from the first we see that God elected just men, 
whose faith enabled them to receive his prom- 
ises and to preserve and transmit his worship 
from generation to generation. - Enoch, Noah, 
and Abraham are shining links in a mighty 
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chain, unbroken forever, and leading from the 
Gate of Eden far through ages of darkness 
and ages of light into the great future before 
us, — the multitude of the faithful of all ages 
and from every clime around the Throne of 
God. 

With Abraham we enter upon the history 
of God's covenant : first with one family ; 
then of one branch of that family, as it grows 
into the Hebrew people; then with the 
smaller kingdom into which that family was 
divided (the tribes of Judah and Levi) , until 
all the covenants are fulfilled and forever 
superseded by the advent of Jesus Christ, 
King and Priest forever; sprung from the 
royal tribe of Judah, endued by his Father 
with a greater and prior priesthood than that 
of Aaron, sprung from the priestly tribe of 
Levi. ' Now, the promise to Abraham, that 
in his seed all the nations shall be blessed, is 
fulfilled in Christ. But the covenants with 
Moses and the Hebrew people are more than 
fulfilled, for in the royal priesthood of Jesus 
is shown to us a type of surpassing power and 
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glory, such as the older dispensation could 
only foreshadow. The peculiarity of the 
priesthood of Melchizedek was its individual- 
ity. It belonged to him alone of all his race 
and people. Unlike the priesthood of Aaron, 
which continued by natural descent, the king 
of Salem received his great endowment, not 
by inheritance from ancestors, but by his 
immediate relation to God, as, priest of the 
Most High. And just as the history of Israel 
is beginning, — a history interpreted by cov- 
enants, and a nation bound up by special 
laws and hedged in with limitations trans- 
mitted through the ages, — at this moment 
appears, in the midst of a nation without any 
Divine covenant, even more, a naiion under 
the general prophetic sentence of condemns 
tion pronounced by Noah, a royal priest, 
the king of righteousness, blessing the father 
of the faithful, and receiving the tithes which 
Abraham pays as to his superior, giving 
Abraham the bread and wine which has been 
beautifully supposed to be typical of the 
sacramental gift of Christ to his people, 
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which he substituted as a promise of the 
eternal future. If we go back to the creation 
of Adam and Eve, we find that dominion is 
given them over the earth and sea. And if 
we consider the life and history of mankind, 
we see that man is not merely a passenger on 
the earth, like the beasts that perish, but in 
a thousand ways, impossible to merely an- 
imal life, he subdues and takes possession of 
the earth, — and not only of the earth, with 
its unreasoning animal tribes, but with his 
own race ; the civilized is subduing the unciv- 
ilized, and the wise and good are perpet- 
ually called upon to act as leaders to the 
unwise, the ignorant, the foolish. In many 
ways is this idea expressed in the New Testa- 
ment. The talents given to us to use for God 
will hereafter bring an appointment from 
him of larger responsibility. Nor is there a 
neutral position. The man who simply hid 
his talent in the ground was cast out into 
punishment. And this is the first glorious 
office of kingship. And the second is the 
ministry of Divine worship. Do we enough 
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think of ihe unique privilege of mankind* of 
all visible creatures, to offer conscious, intel- 
ligent worship to the Most High ? When we 
look at earth, sea, and sky, — when we see 
the sun with his beneficent power, the 
moon in her transcendent beauty, — do we 
remember that the soul of man is a diviner 
altar than these ? Do we feel that the 
thoughts of men build the noblest temples to 
God? Oh, when men speak of natural reli- 
gion, do they realize that man is the wor- 
shipper, and that man, with all his ignorance 
and all his folly, is the high priest of nature ? 
We shall hereafter stand before God as 
priests, royal priests, in his glorious universe. 
Now the immeasurable fields of nature are 
waiting for the manifestation of the sons of 
God. What diligence should we show in our 
present life, what hunger and thirst after 
righteousness ; how should we pray and live 
that the kingdom of Heaven may come, that 
the ignorant and wretched may be taught 
and may be healed of their miseries; how 
should we live in our own homes, how should 
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we go abroad, how should we spend our days 
and hours, — if we really believed in our 
calling to this royal priesthood, whose min- 
istry shall fill all the waste places of the 
earth with the beauty of holiness, and whose 
song shall go through the new heavens and 
the new earth, when sin and sorrow shall 
pass away forever. 
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